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AN ACT 

STRENGTHENING THE SENTRO RIZAL AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR, AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10066, OR THE "NATIONAL 

CULTURAL HERITAGE ACT OF 2009" AS AMENDED BY REPUBLIC ACT NO. 

11961 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Sentro Rizal, established pursuant to Republic Act No. 10066 (National Cultural 

Heritage Act of 2009), serves as the Philippines' primary instrument for cultural diplomacy. It 

takes the lead in organizing the country's cultural events and activities as the Philippines' 

cultural center abroad catering to overseas Filipinos and anyone interested in anything Filipino. 

As of 2024, there are over 30 active Sentro Rizal hubs worldwide, yet many remain 

underutilized due to operational constraints, limited funding, and the absence of a centralized 

strategic framework. 

In an increasingly interconnected world, however, cultural engagement has become an 

essential instrument of diplomacy, enabling nations to strengthen international partnerships, 

enhance their global image, and advance national interests through the power of culture. 

Through this proposed measure we seek to strengthen and institutionalize the Sentro 

Rizal system by transforming it into a comprehensive cultural diplomacy network with 

expanded mandates, enhanced institutional support, and a whole-of-government approach in 
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