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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Philippines is home to one of the most diverse collections of flora in the world, 

with the Orchidaceae family being one of the largest monocotyledonous families in the country. 

There are approximately 1,200 orchid species recorded in the Philippines, of which around 

85% are endemic. Among these botanical treasures is Vanda sanderiana, commonly known as 

the Waling-waling. The genus Vanda consists of 17 species in the country, 10 of which are 

endemic to the Philippine archipelago1
. 

Vanda sanderiana is a strap-leaved orchid species that is deeply intertwined with our 

natural heritage. It is celebrated globally for its stunning blooms and is highly valued in the 

international orchid cut flower trade, where it serves as an important parent species in 

numerous hybridization programs. 

Despite its global fame and ecological significance-as orchids often serve as vital 

bioindicators of environmental health-the Waling-waling faces an existential threat in its 

natural habitat. Unregulated commercial collection and habitat destruction have severely 

decimated its wild populations. Under the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) Administrative Order No. 2017-11, Vanda sanderiana is officially classified as 

critically endangered2
. 

1 https://pfsyst.botany.pl/pdf-166616-92777?filename=ln-silico-analysis-of-pot.pdf
2 http!:://eHb�a=-\·.bmb.gov.ph/eHb-rarv/'-'-\'P co-�ter'i"t/�pload�/2e23/05/=�c2017 11.;:>:d,f 
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