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TWENTIETH CONGRESS 
Second Regular Session 

House Bill No. __ _ 

INTRODUCED BY REP. PATRICK MICHAEL "PM" D. VARGAS 

AN ACT 

PROVIDING FOR HEALTH BENEFITS AND INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 

WORKERS IN THE INFORMAL ECONOMY, ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL 

INFORMAL WORKERS HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM, PROVIDING 

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE FOR PREMIUM CONTRIBUTIONS, AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES 

EXPLANATORY ROTE 

The Constitution recognizes the right of the people to health and directs 

the State to adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to health 

development. Republic Act No. 11223, otherwise known as the "Universal Health 

Care Act," establishes a national health insurance framework covering all 

Filipinos through direct and indirect membership and provides entitlement to 

health benefit packages under the National Health Insurance Program. 

Despite this framework, many workers in the informal economy continue 
to experience difficulty in maintaining continuous health insurance coverage. 

Their income is often irregular, seasonal, or unstable, and they may lack an 

employer who can facilitate registration, premium payment, or access to health 
services. 

Informal workers include self-employed workers, own-account workers, 
vendors, home-based workers, paid and unpaid family workers, seasonal 
workers, micro-entrepreneurs, platform-based workers, and other workers 
whose livelihood is not covered, or is insufficiently covered, by formal 
employment arrangements. 
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