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AN ACT 

STRENGTHENING THE PHILIPPINE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM TO ACHIEVE 

EFFICIENCY AND EQUITY, AND TO IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC 

ACT NO. 11223, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE 

ACT" 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution, provides that the State 

shall protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health 

consciousness among them. Likewise, Article XIII, Section 11 mandates the State to 

adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to health development which shall 

endeavor to make essential goods, health, and other social services available to all the 

people at affordable cost. 

The Philippine healthcare system continues to face significant challenges, 

including the shortage of healthcare professionals, inadequate medical facilities, and 

high out-of-pocket healthcare costs that place a heavy financial burden on many 

Filipino families. In the 2025 Health Care Index, the Philippines placed 87th out of 110 

countries, scoring only 32.55 out of 100, lagging in resilient healthcare in terms of 
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