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EXPLANATORY NOTE14

15
Article XIV, Section 1 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution explicitly mandates that the State16
"shall protect and promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels, and17
shall take appropriate steps to make such education accessible to all." Furthermore, Article18
II, Section 13 underscores that the State "recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-19
building and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and20
social well-being."21

Implicit in these constitutional mandates is the obligation of the State to maintain learning22
environments where students, educators, and school workers can exercise their23
constitutional right to education free from physical harm, fear, and violence.24

However, our educational institutions—long revered as safe sanctuaries for learning and25
development—are increasingly being shattered by an unprecedented surge of violence. In26
recent months, a terrifying pattern of physical attacks, knife stabbings, and deadly shootings27
inside and immediately around school premises across the country has laid bare severe gaps28
in campus security, child protection, and early intervention mechanisms:29

 June 16, 2026 (General Trias, Cavite): A Grade 8 student armed with a kitchen30
knife entered a Grade 5 classroom at Bethel Academy and attacked seven young31
pupils without provocation, leaving two needing emergency surgery.32

 June 19, 2026 (Cavite City): A Senior High School student was repeatedly stabbed33
in the arm and back during a violent altercation inside Cavite National High School.34

 June 22, 2026 (Tacloban City): Two minors armed with firearms opened fire at San35
Jose National High School, killing three students and injuring 20 others.36

 June 23, 2026 (San Carlos City, Negros Occidental): A 17-year-old Grade 1037
student was stabbed outside Julio Ledesma National High School due to a personal38
grudge.39

 July 1, 2026 (Zamboanga City & Bacolod City): Stabbing incidents erupted40
involving students at Cabaluay National High School in Zamboanga and near Sum-41
ag National High School in Bacolod.42

 July 31, 2026 (Las Piñas City): A 13-year-old Grade 9 student was fatally stabbed43
in the chest by a 14-year-old classmate right outside a classroom during recess at Las44
Piñas National High School.45

 August 18, 2026 (Zamboanga City): A tragic shooting incident inside the Junior46
High School premises of Ateneo de Zamboanga University left two dead.47

 September 18, 2026 (Banga, South Cotabato): A horrific campus shooting at48
Banga National High School claimed 3 lives and wounded 8 others.49

Between June and September 2026 alone, at least eight major violent incidents involving50
bladed weapons and firearms have resulted in 9 fatalities and over 40 injuries among51
learners. This alarming wave of campus violence—compounded by bullying, mental health52
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crises, and the exposure of vulnerable youth to online radicalization and extremism—53
demands an immediate, structured, and comprehensive legislative intervention.54

This bill seeks to institutionalize a Comprehensive School Safety Framework. By55
adopting a whole-of-society and all-hazards approach, the measure strengthens institutional56
response mechanisms across prevention, preparedness, and recovery. Furthermore, it57
mandates seamless coordination among the Department of Education (DepEd), local58
government units (LGUs), law enforcement agencies, and community stakeholders to59
enforce strict access controls, mental health support, and child protection policies.60

In light of the constitutional duty to safeguard the youth and preserve the right to a secure,61
quality education, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.62

63
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120
AN ACT INSTITUTIONALIZING A COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SAFETY

FRAMEWORK, ENSURING THE SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF LEARNERS
AND SCHOOL PERSONNEL, AND PROMOTING A SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in121
Congress assembled:122

SECTION 1. Short Title.123

This Act shall be known as the “Comprehensive School Safety Act.”124

125

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy.126

It is hereby declared the policy of the State to protect and promote the right of all127

learners and school personnel to an enabling, safe, healthy, and supportive learning and128

working environment where all learners and school personnel are protected and secured129

from any form of abuse, violence, or harm.130

131

The State likewise recognizes that health promotion and healthy learning132

environments are integral to school safety, and shall therefore promote conditions, policies,133

practices, and environments that prevent harm, support physical, mental, and social well-134

being, and enable learners and school personnel to thrive.135

136

Towards this end, the State shall:137

a) Adopt a comprehensive school safety framework that fosters a whole-of-society and138

all-hazards approach in the development, implementation, monitoring, and139

evaluation of school safety policies, programs and plans;140

b) Institutionalize an integrated school safety system for basic education institutions141

that ensures prevention from, response to, and recovery from threats and incidents142

relating to school safety.143

c) Strengthen coordination among the DepEd, national government agencies, LGUs,144

and other community stakeholders in the implementation of school safety measures;145
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d) Ensure the provision of adequate human resources, infrastructure, equipment,146

technology, financial support, and other resources necessary for the effective147

implementation of this Act; and148

e) Promote learner-centered, fully inclusive, evidence-based, and developmentally149

appropriate approaches in the design and implementation of school safety programs150

and interventions.151

152

SECTION 3. Scope and Coverage.153

This Act shall apply to all public and private basic education institutions, hereinafter154

referred to as “schools,” including elementary and secondary schools and other basic155

education institutions as may be covered by the Department of Education (DepEd).156

157

The provisions of this Act shall apply to all learners, school personnel, and other158

members of the school community and shall encompass measures for the prevention of,159

response to, and recovery from hazards and threats to their safety and well-being within160

school premises and in other venues related to school activities, whether conducted on or161

off campus, including those conducted through or involving digital platforms and162

technologies.163

164

Acts such as violence, child abuse, neglect, exploitation, bullying, discrimination,165

harassment, gender-based violence, corporal punishment, and retaliation committed by166

students or school personnel against students or school personnel are prohibited.167

168

For purposes of this Act, school safety encompasses the protection and promotion of169

the physical, mental, emotional, psychosocial, and digital safety and well-being of learners,170

school personnel, and other members of the school community, as well as the prevention171

and appropriate management of violence, abuse, bullying, discrimination, harassment,172

exploitation, emergencies, disasters, and other threats to their safety and well-being.173

174

TITLE II175

176

SCHOOL SAFETY FRAMEWORK AND POLICIES177

CHAPTER I. SCHOOL SAFETY FRAMEWORK178

179

SECTION 4. Establishment of the National Comprehensive School Safety180

Framework.181

The Department of Education (DepEd), in coordination with the Department of182

Health (DOH), the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), the183



Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), the Philippine National Police184

(PNP), Local Government Units (LGUs), National Youth Commission (NYC), and other185

relevant government stakeholders shall establish, maintain, and periodically update a186

National Comprehensive School Safety Framework, hereinafter referred to as the187

“Framework,” to guide the implementation of this Act in all schools.188

189

The Framework shall, at the minimum, prescribe national standards for the190

prevention of, response to, and recovery from threats and incidents relating to school safety,191

including:192

193

a) The development, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of School Safety194

Plans and School Safety Handbooks;195

b) School safety personnel, staffing guidelines, competency standards, and capacity-196

building;197

c) School safety protocols, infrastructure, facilities, equipment, and security measures;198

d) Learner protection, violence prevention, and anti-bullying mechanisms;199

e) Digital safety, responsible technology use, and cybersecurity;200

f) Learner well-being, mental health promotion, counseling services, and psychosocial201

support;202

g) Emergency preparedness, disaster risk reduction and management, crisis response,203

recovery, and business continuity;204

h) Periodic engagement with parents and other community stakeholders;205

i) Meaningful participation and empowerment of learners and the youth in matters206

affecting school safety and well-being;207

j) Reporting school safety concerns such as those involving school bullying and other208

acts and forms of violence;209

k) Detection of health and safety concerns, as well as assessment, referral, case210

management, and inter-agency coordination to address health and safety concerns211

and mitigate risk;212

l) Monitoring, evaluation, reporting, and continuous improvement; and213

m) Such other standards as may be necessary to effectively implement this Act.214

215

The Framework shall likewise harmonize and integrate existing laws, policies, and216

mechanisms on school safety, protection, health and well-being into a unified system.217

218

The DepEd, in consultation with other stakeholders, shall develop and periodically219

update policies, templates, manuals, protocols, reporting forms, training modules,220



assessment tools, and other implementation resources necessary to assist schools in221

complying with this Act.222

The Framework shall be reviewed at least once every two years to ensure that it223

remains responsive to new and emerging challenges in school safety.224

225

SECTION 5. Establishment of School Safety Plans. – Every school shall develop226

and annually update a School Safety Plan that localizes and operationalizes the Framework227

to the school’s unique needs, risks, and resources, emphasizing the safety, protection, and228

well-being of learners, as well as school personnel.229

230

The School Safety Plan shall be harmonized with other school plans related to safety,231

school improvement, Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM), child protection,232

and healthy learning institutions, among others.233

234

The Plan shall include:235

a) School safety standards, including standards for prevention, response, and recovery;236

b) Protocols and manuals for emergencies, including hotlines for reporting, designated237

hospitals, police stations, safety zones, evacuation areas, referrals for mental health238

needs, and a fixed-timeline referral pathway for serious threats and abuse;239

c) Clear roles and responsibilities of members of the school community;240

d) Protective safety measures, including security infrastructure and equipment;241

e) Policies on safe, responsible, developmentally appropriate, and healthy use of digital242

technologies, including gadgets, social media, gaming, artificial intelligence, and243

other emerging technologies, as well as measures addressing digital safety,244

cybersecurity, and digital wellness, on and off campus;245

f) Clear mechanisms for recovery, such as intervention and reintegration plans for246

learners and personnel affected, coordination referrals to government agencies, and247

post-incident reviews;248

g) Guidelines and protocols for off-campus activities;249

h) Community engagement and partnership strategies to strengthen school safety,250

including coordination with parents and guardians, LGUs, community organizations,251

health and mental health service providers, security and emergency response groups,252

and other relevant stakeholders; and253

i) Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.254

255

The School Safety Plan shall be developed in consultation with the school256

community, including school personnel, learners, parents or guardians, and other relevant257

stakeholders.258



259

The School Head shall be responsible for overseeing the implementation of the260

School Safety Plan within the school. The School Head shall submit the Plan to the Schools261

Division Office (SDO) for review and approval at the beginning of each school year. The262

SDO shall ensure that the Plan is aligned with the Framework and complies with the263

minimum standards set forth in this Act. Upon approval, the Plan shall be presented to the264

Local School Board to facilitate coordination with the local government and inform the265

development and updating of relevant local plans and programs.266

267

SECTION 6. School Safety Handbook.268

Every school shall prepare, maintain, and regularly update a School Safety269

Handbook, as part of the school’s Learner Handbook, to communicate essential school270

safety information to learners, parents or guardians, school personnel, visitors, and other271

members of the school community.272

273

The School Safety Handbook shall present, in a clear, concise, accessible, child-274

sensitive and user-friendly manner, the school safety policies, procedures, emergency275

information, and learner support services that members of the school community need to276

know in order to promote safety and respond appropriately during emergencies and other277

school safety situations. It shall be made available in Filipino and prevailing regional278

languages.279

280

At a minimum, the School Safety Handbook shall contain:281

a) The school's commitment to safety and learner well-being;282

b) The School Code of Conduct and key school safety policies for learners and school283

personnel;284

c) Procedures for reporting bullying, violence, abuse, discrimination, harassment,285

emergencies, and other school safety concerns;286

d) Emergency procedures for fire, earthquakes, severe weather, lockdowns, medical287

emergencies, evacuations, and other applicable situations;288

e) Emergency contact information for school officials, emergency responders,289

designated hospitals, and relevant government agencies;290

f) School maps showing evacuation routes, emergency exits, assembly and evacuation291

areas, clinics, School Care Centers, guidance offices, nearest hospitals, and other292

important locations;293

g) Visitor management procedures and campus access guidelines;294

h) Learner support services, including counseling, psychosocial support, referral295

services, and School Care Centers;296



i) Digital safety guidelines and responsible technology use;297

j) Such other practical school safety information as may be prescribed by the DepEd;298

and299

k) Digital wellness and responsible technology use, including developmentally300

appropriate use of digital devices, social media, online gaming, artificial intelligence301

and other emerging technologies; healthy digital habits; prevention of digital harms;302

and pathways for help-seeking and referral when technology use adversely affects303

learner health, development, education, relationships, or daily functioning.304

305

The School Safety Handbook shall be made readily available in printed and306

electronic formats, as appropriate, and shall be disseminated to learners, parents or307

guardians, school personnel, and other members of the school community at the beginning308

of every school year and whenever significant revisions are made.309

310

Schools shall also conduct an annual orientation on the School Safety Handbook to311

ensure that members of the school community understand their rights, responsibilities, and312

the procedures for preventing and responding to safety-related concerns.313

314

The School Safety Handbook shall be periodically reviewed in consultation with315

learners, parents or guardians, school personnel, and other relevant stakeholders.316

317

CHAPTER II. SCHOOL SAFETY POLICIES318

319

SECTION 7. Policy on Safe School Culture.320

Every school shall foster a safe, inclusive, respectful, and supportive school culture321

that cultivates socioemotional learning, empathy, peer connectedness, and the preservation322

of human dignity, in accordance with applicable DepEd and DOH standards on the social323

and physical environment of schools. Schools shall promote positive relationships, mutual324

respect, responsibility, resilience, and meaningful participation among all members of the325

school community through preventive, developmentally appropriate, and evidence-based326

policies, programs, and practices that strengthen positive behavior, respectful conflict327

resolution, and a shared commitment to maintaining a safe learning environment.328

329

SECTION 8. Policy Against Violence and Harm.330

Every school shall adopt and enforce a policy against all forms of violence and harm,331

including physical violence, child abuse, exploitation, bullying, discrimination, harassment,332

sexual and gender-based violence, corporal punishment, retaliation, and other acts that333

threaten the safety, dignity, or well-being of learners and school personnel, whether334



occurring in person or through digital or other means. Violence or harmful conduct335

perpetrated by school personnel against learners shall be subject to applicable child336

protection laws and appropriate administrative, disciplinary, and legal measures. For337

incidents involving learners, schools shall ensure that violence and harmful conduct are338

promptly addressed and shall implement interventions that are fair, proportionate,339

developmentally appropriate, trauma-informed, and restorative, where appropriate, with due340

regard to the safety and rights of all persons involved.341

342

SECTION 9. Anti-Bullying and Learner Protection Policy.343

Pursuant to Republic Act No. 10627, or the Anti-Bullying Act of 2013, every school344

shall adopt and implement a comprehensive Anti-Bullying and Learner Protection Policy345

that promotes the safety, dignity, rights, and well-being of all learners and ensures the346

prevention, early identification, prompt reporting, timely intervention, and appropriate347

resolution of incidents involving bullying, cyberbullying, harassment, including348

technology-facilitated harassment and abuse, violence, child abuse, neglect, exploitation,349

discrimination, impersonation, non-consensual sharing of personal or intimate content,350

retaliation, and other acts that threaten the safety or welfare of learners. The Policy shall351

provide for prompt mental health and psychosocial assessment, support, and appropriate352

intervention for learners affected by bullying, including both the learner who has been353

subject to bullying and the learner who has engaged in bullying behavior, in coordination354

with their respective families and licensed professionals, as appropriate.355

356

SECTION 10. School Code of Conduct.357

The School Safety Handbook shall include a School Code of Conduct that promotes358

a culture of respect, responsibility, integrity, inclusivity, and accountability among members359

of the school community. The Code shall clearly define unacceptable acts, corresponding360

disciplinary and restorative interventions, and the rights and responsibilities of all members361

of the school community. In implementing the Code, schools shall ensure that disciplinary362

measures are fair, proportionate, developmentally appropriate, non-discriminatory, and363

restorative in nature, with due regard for the best interests of the child, due process, and the364

rights of school personnel.365

366

SECTION 11. Learner Participation and Voice.367

Every school shall recognize and promote the right of learners to participate368

meaningfully in matters affecting their safety, well-being, and school life, consistent with369

their evolving capacities and the best interests of the child.370

371



Schools shall establish age-appropriate, inclusive, and learner-responsive372

mechanisms through which learners may express their views, report safety concerns,373

contribute to school safety initiatives, and participate in the development, implementation,374

monitoring, and evaluation of school safety policies and programs. Schools shall provide375

opportunities for the student council and other recognized learner organizations to376

participate in school safety initiatives and such processes.377

378

Learner participation shall be safe, respectful, and free from discrimination, retaliation, or379

intimidation.380

381

SECTION 12. Consistency with Existing Laws and Policies.382

The policies, programs, standards, and procedures adopted and implemented383

pursuant to this Act shall be consistent with existing laws, rules and regulations, and384

applicable policies of the DepEd and other relevant agencies on child protection, anti-385

bullying, positive discipline, mental health, gender-based violence, safe spaces, learner386

welfare, and other matters relating to the safety, dignity, rights, and well-being of learners387

and school personnel.388

TITLE III389

SCHOOL SAFETY GOVERNANCE390

391

SECTION 13. School Safety Governance.392

Every school shall establish a comprehensive school safety governance system to393

ensure the effective implementation of this Act and to promote a safe, secure, inclusive,394

supportive, and resilient learning environment. This may utilize or expand on existing395

school governance mechanisms, with clear designation of school safety functions and396

responsibilities.397

398

Every school shall organize or designate an appropriate school safety governance399

mechanism composed of school personnel responsible for learner protection, counseling400

and psychosocial support, school safety and security, health services, disaster risk reduction401

and management, and other functions as may be prescribed by the DepEd.402

403

SECTION 14. Key School Safety Personnel.404

Every school shall ensure the availability of qualified school personnel necessary to405

effectively implement this Act.406

407

The DepEd shall prescribe staffing standards, competency requirements,408

qualifications, deployment guidelines, training, and continuing professional development409



requirements for key school safety personnel. Schools shall progressively strengthen the410

staffing of key personnel in public schools, consistent with national staffing standards and411

subject to the availability of funds. Key school safety personnel may be designated from412

among qualified existing school personnel.413

414

a) School Head. – The School Head shall serve as the overall lead for the415

implementation of this Act at the school level, and shall:416

1. Oversee the implementation of the School Safety Plan;417

2. Ensure compliance with national school safety standards;418

3. Provide leadership in fostering a safe, inclusive, and supportive school419

environment;420

4. Allocate school resources to support school safety initiatives;421

5. Ensure coordination among school personnel, parents, LGUs, concerned422

agencies, and relevant stakeholders;423

6. Oversee incident management and post-incident recovery; and424

7. Perform such other responsibilities as may be prescribed by the DepEd.425

426

b) School Counselor. – Pursuant to Republic Act No. 12080, or the Basic Education427

Mental Health and Well-Being Promotion Act, the School Counselor shall serve as428

the lead professional responsible for guidance, counseling, learner mental health429

promotion, and psychosocial support, and shall:430

1. Provide counseling services;431

2. Conduct risk and psychosocial assessments;432

3. Lead mental health promotion initiatives;433

4. Coordinate referrals to appropriate service providers;434

5. Support case management involving learners requiring specialized435

intervention;436

6. Provide technical guidance to school personnel on learner well-being; and437

7. Perform such other responsibilities as may be prescribed by the Department.438

439

c) School Counselor Associates. – School Counselor Associates shall assist the School440

Counselor in implementing learner support programs and shall facilitate access to441

appropriate guidance and psychosocial services.442

443

In cases where a School Counselor is not available, School Counselor444

Associates may serve as the lead professional for the delivery of school-based mental445

health services, while ensuring appropriate referrals to mental health professionals,446

pursuant to Republic Act No. 12080.447



448

d) Learner Formation Officer. – Consistent with Republic Act No. 10627, the Learner449

Formation Officer shall serve as the primary focal person for learner formation and450

the first responder to reports of bullying and other learner-related incidents. The451

Learner Formation Officer shall:452

1. Receive, document, and facilitate the appropriate initial response to reports of453

bullying, peer violence, harassment, and other incidents involving learners;454

2. Ensure that reported incidents are promptly referred to the School Head,455

guidance or counseling personnel, School Care Center, Child Protection456

Committee, or other appropriate authorities, as warranted;457

3. Coordinate the implementation of preventive and formative programs that458

promote safe school culture;459

4. Support the implementation of learner-led and peer-based initiatives,460

including peer mentoring, buddy systems, bystander and upstander programs,461

and other learner formation activities;462

5. Promote learner awareness of their rights and responsibilities, the School463

Code of Conduct, reporting mechanisms, and available protection and support464

services;465

6. Monitor patterns and recurring concerns involving bullying, peer violence,466

and learner behavior, and recommend appropriate preventive interventions;467

7. Regularly monitor actions taken on referrals of incidents of bullying, peer468

violence and other learner-related incidents; and469

8. Coordinate with classroom advisers, guidance or counseling personnel,470

parents or guardians, and other appropriate school personnel in addressing471

learner safety and formation concerns.472

473

e) School Safety Officer. – Every school shall designate a School Safety Officer who474

shall serve as the principal coordinator for the implementation of school safety475

programs under this Act. The School Safety Officer shall:476

1. Coordinate implementation of the School Safety Plan;477

2. Monitor compliance with school safety standards;478

3. Coordinate emergency preparedness activities;479

4. Oversee school safety inspections;480

5. Manage a non-threatening reporting system within the school;481

6. Coordinate reporting and documentation;482

7. Facilitate coordination with government agencies and emergency responders;483

8. Support school safety training and drills; and484

9. Perform such other responsibilities as may be prescribed by the DepEd.485



f) School Health Personnel. – School nurses, school physicians, school dentists, and486

other qualified school health personnel shall provide health services and support487

school health and wellness programs consistent with existing laws and DepEd488

policies. They shall:489

1. Provide appropriate school health services;490

2. Participate in emergency preparedness and response;491

3. Support mental health and psychosocial interventions;492

4. Assist in health promotion and disease prevention activities;493

5. Coordinate referrals to health facilities;494

6. Coordinate and report to the LGUs cases of disease outbreaks in the school;495

and496

7. Perform such other responsibilities as may be prescribed by the DepEd.497

498

School health personnel should be trained to recognize physical or somatic499

complaints, including recurrent headaches, abdominal pain, sleep difficulties, as well as500

tendencies for violence and self-harm, as possible manifestations of bullying, anxiety, or501

abuse, identify signs of psychological distress, and facilitate referral to the School502

Counselor, other qualified school personnel, or appropriate health or mental health503

professionals.504

505

Where qualified school health personnel are not available on-site, schools shall506

establish linkages with health and mental health professionals and facilities, including,507

where relevant, through teleconsultation or other consultative arrangements with DOH-508

retained or accredited facilities.509

510

g) Security Personnel. – Security guards and other authorized security personnel shall511

help maintain a safe and secure school environment. They shall:512

1. Regulate access to school premises;513

2. Implement visitor management procedures;514

3. Assist in emergency response;515

4. Report security incidents;516

5. Support the implementation of campus safety measures; and517

6. Perform such other responsibilities as may be prescribed by the DepEd.518

519

Schools shall have adequate security guards or trained security personnel, taking into520

consideration school size, enrollment, operating hours, location, and security risk.521

522



In accordance with applicable DILG issuances, LGUs may extend auxiliary support523

through the deployment of barangay tanods or local law enforcement to secure the vicinity524

and immediate public perimeters of schools, subject to local risk assessment, capacity, and525

the availability of local funds, including the Special Education Fund (SEF), as may be526

authorized under applicable laws.527

528

h) Classroom Adviser. – The Classroom Adviser shall promote learner well-being529

within the classroom and serve as the primary point of contact for learners and530

parents on routine learner welfare concerns. The Classroom Adviser shall:531

1. Monitor learner well-being and classroom climate;532

2. Be trained in the identification of signs of psychological distress such as self-533

harm or violent behavior;534

3. Identify learners requiring additional support based on indicators such as, but535

not limited to, chronic or sudden absence, repeated tardiness, withdrawal, and536

abrupt decline in participation or performance, among others;537

4. Coordinate with the School Counselor and other school personnel on538

appropriate interventions;539

5. Maintain regular and periodic communication with parents or guardians540

regarding learner welfare;541

6. Promote positive discipline and learner participation; and542

7. Perform such other responsibilities as may be prescribed by the DepEd.543

544

In recognition of their critical role in safeguarding the safety and well-being of545

learners, every Classroom Adviser shall be provided with the commensurate teaching loads546

dedicated exclusively to learner safety and well-being responsibilities, including learner547

monitoring, parent engagement, case documentation, home visitation, when necessary,548

participation in case conferences, implementation of interventions, and coordination with549

other school personnel for student safety.550

551

The DepEd shall ensure that the corresponding teaching load reduction, staffing552

requirements, and funding necessary to implement this provision are reflected in its staffing553

standards and annual appropriations.554

555

i) Student Leaders. – Student leaders, including officers of the student council and556

recognized learner organizations, shall support the promotion of a safe, inclusive,557

and respectful school environment. They shall:558

1. Assist in raising awareness of school safety policies and reporting559

mechanisms;560



2. Promote positive behavior, peer support, and responsible bystander action;561

3. Help identify and communicate learner safety concerns to appropriate school562

personnel;563

4. Be trained to recognize peers experiencing safety or psychosocial concerns,564

refer them to appropriate school personnel or support services, and encourage565

them to seek assistance; and566

5. Participate in the planning and implementation of school safety initiatives567

568

Student leaders shall not be tasked with investigating incidents, imposing569

disciplinary measures, or performing functions that are the responsibility of authorized570

school personnel.571

572

SECTION 15. Responsibilities of Government Agencies.573

For the effective implementation of this Act, the concerned government agencies574

shall be responsible for the following:575

a) DepEd. – The DepEd shall serve as the lead agency responsible for the576

implementation of this Act and shall exercise overall policy direction, coordination,577

supervision, monitoring, and evaluation of the National Comprehensive School578

Safety Framework.579

In addition to its responsibilities under other applicable laws, the DepEd shall:580

1. Formulate, harmonize, and periodically update national policies, standards,581

guidelines, and operational manuals for school safety;582

2. Prescribe minimum standards for school safety infrastructure, equipment,583

staffing, programs, and services;584

3. Provide schools with technical assistance, capacity-building, and585

implementation support;586

4. Develop a model School Safety Plan, School Safety Handbooks, reporting587

systems, and other implementation tools;588

5. Establish national systems for school safety monitoring, reporting, and589

evaluation;590

6. Provide financial and technical support, to strengthen school safety591

implementation;592

7. Coordinate with relevant government agencies and stakeholders;593

8. Develop and periodically update, in coordination with relevant government594

agencies and stakeholders, national standards and operational guidelines on595

digital safety and responsible technology use in schools; and596

9. Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out this Act.597



b) DOH. – The DOH shall serve as the technical authority for health, health promotion,598

health services, mental health promotion, disease prevention, and healthy school599

environments, consistent with its mandate. It shall support the DepEd in the600

implementation and strengthening of school mental health and psychosocial services,601

and in supporting emergency medical preparedness. The DOH shall provide602

guidance in establishing referral mechanisms to DOH-retained hospitals, facilities,603

and health professionals.604

c) DSWD. – The DSWD shall provide technical assistance and support to schools in605

handling cases involving children in conflict with the law and victims of abuse. It606

shall also assist in the provision of psychosocial support and rehabilitation services607

for affected learners, families, and personnel, and shall coordinate with schools for608

the proper case management and referral of incidents.609

d) DILG. – The DILG shall facilitate coordination between schools and LGUs and610

encourage local support for school safety initiatives.611

e) PNP. – The PNP shall assist schools in maintaining campus security and in612

responding to incidents of violence and other threats. It shall coordinate with schools613

and LGUs for the deployment of security personnel, the conduct of security audits,614

and the enforcement of laws on the prohibition of deadly weapons in school615

premises.616

f) LGUs. – LGUs shall support implementation of school safety programs, encourage617

schools to participate in local emergency planning, strengthen community618

partnerships, and assist schools in disaster preparedness and emergency response,619

consistent with their respective mandates and available resources. They shall also620

coordinate with the schools in the implementation of community diversion programs621

relative to children in conflict with the law.622

623

LGUs may also provide security personnel or equipment to schools, which624

may be funded through the school’s Special Education Fund (SEF) or other625

authorized local funds.626

627

The DepEd may enter into partnerships with other government agencies, state628

universities and colleges, civil society organizations, professional organizations, and629

the private sector to strengthen implementation of this Act.630

631

SEC. 16. Community Engagement.632

Schools shall promote meaningful participation among learners, parents or guardians,633

families, LGUs, leagues of LGUs, civil society organizations, community organizations,634



youth organizations, faith-based organizations, and other stakeholders in the planning,635

implementation, monitoring, and continuous improvement of school safety programs.636

637

Community participation shall complement and strengthen school-based efforts to638

create safe, secure, inclusive, supportive, and resilient learning environments.639

640

Schools shall establish appropriate mechanisms to ensure that stakeholders are641

regularly informed, consulted, and engaged in school safety initiatives.642

643

a) Parents and Guardians. – Parents and legal guardians shall be recognized as644

essential partners of schools in promoting the safety, well-being, and holistic645

development of learners. Schools shall conduct a mandatory orientation session for646

parents and guardians on the School Safety Plan, safety protocols, and other647

pertinent information regarding school safety. Parents and guardians shall be648

encouraged to support the implementation of school safety policies, reinforce649

positive behavior and learner well-being at home, promptly communicate safety650

concerns to the school, participate in school safety orientations, consultations, and651

emergency preparedness activities, and cooperate with school authorities in652

implementing interventions affecting their children.653

654

Schools shall establish mechanisms to ensure meaningful parent and guardian655

participation in the implementation of the National Comprehensive School Safety656

Framework through regular communication, consultation, and collaborative657

interventions.658

659

b) Parents-Teachers Association (PTA). – The Parents-Teachers Association shall serve660

as the primary organized partner of the school in promoting school safety and learner661

well-being.662

663

The PTA shall participate in the development, implementation, and periodic664

review of the School Safety Plan, assist in promoting school safety awareness among665

parents and families, support school programs on school safety, assist the school in666

mobilizing community participation and volunteer support for school safety667

initiatives, and provide feedback on school safety concerns affecting learners and668

parents, subject to guidelines prescribed by the DepEd.669

670

c) Child Protection Committee (CPC). – Every school shall establish a Child Protection671

Committee (CPC), composed of the School Head, School Safety Officer, Learner672



Formation Officer, and designated representatives of learners, teachers, parents, and673

the community. The CPC shall support the school in the prevention of and response674

to child abuse, violence, exploitation, discrimination, bullying, and other child675

protection concerns. The CPC shall, as may be applicable, assist in the676

implementation of child protection policies and preventive programs; facilitate the677

appropriate handling, referral, and follow-up of child protection concerns; coordinate678

with relevant school personnel, parents or guardians, the Barangay Council for the679

Protection of Children (BCPC), the City or Municipal Social Welfare and680

Development Office (C/MSWDO), and other appropriate authorities; and681

recommend measures to strengthen the school’s child protection mechanisms.682

683

The establishment or functioning of a CPC shall not relieve the School Head684

or any other responsible school personnel of their duties and accountability under685

this Act and other applicable child protection laws, rules, and policies.686

687

The DepEd shall encourage and facilitate community partnerships that688

strengthen the implementation of this Act.689

690

TITLE IV691

PREVENTION692

693

CHAPTER I. School Safety Infrastructure and Protective Measures694

695

SECTION 17. Safety Infrastructure and Equipment.696

Schools shall be equipped with appropriate safety infrastructure and security697

equipment, including, as applicable:698

a) Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV). - CCTV cameras shall be installed in common699

areas, entrances and exits, perimeter areas, and other locations identified through the700

school's risk assessment. CCTV shall not be installed in areas where there is a701

reasonable expectation of privacy. The collection, storage, access, use, and disposal702

of CCTV footage shall comply with applicable data privacy laws and regulations and703

shall be used solely for investigating documented bullying or security incidents.704

b) Screening Equipment. – Schools shall have access to appropriate screening705

equipment, including metal detectors, where warranted by the school's risk profile.706

Screening shall be conducted by authorized and appropriately trained personnel in a707

reasonable, proportionate, non-discriminatory, and child-sensitive manner.708



c) Visitor Management System. – Schools shall establish appropriate systems to709

regulate and monitor visitor entry into and movement within school premises,710

including visitor identification, registration, verification, and access control.711

d) Security Personnel and Protective Presence. – Schools shall ensure appropriate712

security and protective presence based on their size, enrollment, location, and risk713

profile. This may include licensed security guards and coordinated support from the714

Philippine National Police (PNP), barangay tanods, safety officers, community715

volunteers, and other authorized personnel.716

e) Perimeter and Access Security. – Schools shall maintain appropriate physical717

measures to secure school boundaries and regulate access, including, as appropriate,718

gates, fencing, lighting, locks, barriers, and other protective infrastructure.719

720

SECTION 18. Emergency, Health, and Life-Safety Equipment.721

Schools shall be equipped with appropriate emergency, health, and life-safety722

equipment, including, as applicable:723

a) first aid kits and essential emergency medical supplies;724

b) fire extinguishers and other required fire safety equipment;725

c) emergency lighting, flashlights, batteries, emergency power supplies, and other726

disaster preparedness supplies;727

d) rescue and evacuation equipment appropriate to identified hazards; and728

e) emergency communication and alert systems, including public address systems,729

alarms, emergency notification systems, two-way radios, and other equipment.730

731

SECTION 19. Preventive Safety Measures.732

Every school shall implement preventive safety measures appropriate to its733

circumstances to reduce risks, strengthen preparedness, and promote a safe and secure734

learning environment. At a minimum, schools shall implement:735

a) Risk Mapping and Assessment. – Regularly identify physical, social, behavioral,736

environmental, and digital risks, including locations and circumstances that may737

increase the likelihood of violence, bullying, abuse, harassment, accidents,738

emergencies, digital harm, harmful or unsafe technology use, or other threats to739

learner safety, health, development, and well-being. Findings shall inform the School740

Safety Plan and preventive interventions.741

b) Campus Security Monitoring. – Maintain appropriate monitoring measures,742

including security patrols, monitoring of entrances and exits, observation of common743

and high-risk areas, and review of security camera footage where available,744

consistent with the school's risk profile and applicable privacy and child protection745

laws.746



c) Visitor Screening. – Establish procedures for visitor identification, registration,747

verification, issuance of passes where appropriate, and monitoring of visitor access,748

while ensuring access for emergency responders and other authorized persons.749

d) Mandatory Screening and Inspection. – Conduct mandatory screening of persons750

and belongings, including bag inspections or use of metal detectors, where751

authorized and warranted by the school's risk assessment and applicable DepEd752

standards. Screening shall be conducted by authorized personnel in a respectful, non-753

discriminatory, child-sensitive, and developmentally appropriate manner.754

e) Confiscation and Disposition of Prohibited Items. – Establish procedures for the755

identification, confiscation, documentation, safekeeping, turnover, and lawful756

disposition of prohibited items, including appropriate due process, notification of757

parents or guardians when necessary, and coordination with authorities when758

required by law.759

f) Emergency Drills. – Regularly conduct developmentally appropriate, trauma-760

informed, and inclusive drills for fires, earthquakes, severe weather, medical761

emergencies, active attacks, other security incidents, and other relevant hazards.762

Such drills shall be designed to prepare learners and school personnel to respond763

appropriately to emergencies while minimizing unnecessary fear or distress and shall764

be conducted with appropriate advance notice and in consultation with relevant765

professionals.766

g) Safety Orientation and Awareness. – Provide developmentally appropriate and role-767

appropriate safety orientation for learners, school personnel, parents and guardians,768

and other members of the school community. These orientations shall cover the769

National Comprehensive School Safety Framework and the School Safety Plan,770

protocols for prevention from, response to, and recovery from school safety threats771

and incidents, digital safety, and responsible technology use.772

h) Safety Audits and Preventive Maintenance. – Conduct an annual School Safety Audit773

and regular inspections of infrastructure, facilities, equipment, emergency systems,774

and other safety measures, and implement corrective and preventive measures based775

on identified hazards and deficiencies. Findings shall inform the School Safety Plan776

and resource priorities.777

778

SECTION 20. General Standards for School Safety Measures.779

All school safety policies, infrastructure, equipment, and measures under this780

Chapter shall be appropriate to the school's size, enrollment, location, risk profile, specific781

needs, and subject to the availability of funds.782

783



The DepEd, in coordination with relevant national government agencies and other784

stakeholders, shall establish national standards and operational guidelines for the provision,785

implementation, use, maintenance, and monitoring of infrastructure and equipment under786

this Chapter, including, where applicable, their installation, inspection, replacement, and787

data management and disposal.788

789

SECTION 21. Nature- and Climate-Related School Safety Protocols.790

The DepEd, in coordination with the DILG, DOST, DOH, DENR, DPWH and other791

relevant agencies, shall establish and periodically update national policies for the792

assessment, management, risk-reduction and recovery from nature- and climate-related793

hazards affecting schools. These standards shall cover extreme heat conditions, tropical794

cyclones, flooding, earthquakes, air quality, and other related hazards that may endanger the795

safety of learners and school personnel.796

797

The policy shall include a systemic plan for the construction of disaster-resilient798

infrastructure, and assessment and prioritization for retrofitting or replacement of unsafe799

building structures, taking into consideration the natural- and climate-related hazards of the800

area.801

802

CHAPTER II. Safety During Off-Campus Activities803

804

SECTION 22. Safety During Off-Campus Activities.805

Schools conducting authorized off-campus activities shall adopt and implement806

measures to ensure the safety, security, health, and well-being of learners and school807

personnel participating in such activities. Schools shall take reasonable and appropriate808

measures to prevent foreseeable harm to learners and school personnel throughout the809

activity.810

811

Prior to any authorized off-campus activity, the school shall conduct an appropriate812

risk assessment and prepare an activity-specific safety plan, which shall include learner813

supervision arrangements and designated personnel-in-charge, transportation safety814

measures, emergency communication and response procedures, emergency contact815

information for participating learners, and such other safety measures as may be prescribed816

by DepEd.817

818

Schools shall also ensure full disclosure to parents or guardians of information819

regarding the activity, including the objectives of the itinerary, transport arrangements,820

accommodations, identified risks, emergency procedures, and contact information of821



responsible personnel. Schools shall likewise ensure that reasonable safety equipment is822

made available during the activity, and that appropriate informed consent is secured in823

accordance with applicable laws and DepEd policies.824

825

The DepEd shall prescribe minimum operational standards governing educational826

tours, work immersion, athletic competitions, cultural activities, community engagement827

activities, and other authorized off-campus activities.828

829

CHAPTER III. Digital Safety and Responsible Technology Use830

831

SEC. 23. Digital Safety and Responsible Technology Use.832

Schools shall adopt and implement comprehensive policies and programs to ensure833

that the use of digital technologies in teaching, learning, communication, and school834

operations is safe, responsible, ethical, age-appropriate, and consistent with the best835

interests and developmental needs of learners.836

837

Such policies and programs shall promote digital wellness and responsible838

technology use, including developmentally appropriate use of digital devices, social media,839

gaming, artificial intelligence, and other emerging technologies.840

841

Schools shall establish measures to protect learners and school personnel from842

cyberbullying, online abuse, cybersecurity risks, and other forms of digital harm. Such843

measures shall include, as appropriate, the prevention and early identification of digital-844

related harm and harmful or unsafe technology use, appropriate intervention and referral845

mechanisms, media and information literacy programs, orientation programs for parents and846

guardians, procedures for reporting and responding to digital safety incidents, and other847

digital safety measures as may be prescribed by the DepEd.848

849

Schools shall prohibit the use of mobile devices and other electronic gadgets by850

learners within school premises during class hours, except for learning-related activities,851

health and well-being-related activities, and purposes related to safety, emergency response,852

or risk management, including in response to a perceived threat or danger, and during field853

trips and other school-related activities conducted outside school premises.854

855

Implementation of this Section shall be consistent with applicable laws on child856

protection, data privacy, cybersecurity, and online safety.857

858

859



CHAPTER IV. LEARNER WELL-BEING860

861

SECTION 24. Learner Well-Being and Psychosocial Support.862

Schools shall establish and implement a comprehensive, coordinated, and age-863

appropriate system for promoting learner health and well-being, providing mental health864

services, and ensuring psychosocial support, consistent with the principles of prevention,865

early identification, appropriate referral, inclusion, and protection of learners.866

867

a) Health and Well-Being Promotion. – Schools shall promote the physical, mental,868

emotional, and social health and well-being of learners through healthy learning869

environments, health-promoting policies and practices, health education and skills870

development, and measures that address the conditions and determinants that871

influence learner health and well-being. Preventive health promotion and the872

development of healthy learning environments shall be implemented as integral873

components of school safety and shall be guided by applicable policies of the DepEd874

and the DOH.875

b) Mental Health Services. – Schools shall facilitate access to appropriate mental health876

services, including prevention, early identification, assessment, treatment, referral,877

and other professional interventions, in accordance with Republic Act No. 12080 and878

other applicable laws, rules, standards, and guidelines. Professional mental health879

services shall be provided by appropriately qualified and authorized mental health880

professionals within their respective scopes of practice.881

c) Psychosocial Support. – Schools shall provide or facilitate appropriate psychosocial882

support to learners experiencing stress, distress, crisis, trauma, loss, violence, abuse,883

displacement, disasters, or other circumstances affecting their well-being. Such884

support may include psychological first aid, supportive and responsive school-based885

interventions, peer and social support, referral and linkage to appropriate services,886

and other non-clinical measures that strengthen learners’ coping, resilience,887

connectedness, and sense of safety and belonging. Psychosocial support shall888

complement, and shall not substitute for, professional mental health services when889

such services are required.890

891

TITLE V892

RESPONSE893

894

SECTION 25. Incident Reporting, Assessment and Immediate Response.895

Every school shall establish and maintain responsive mechanisms and protocols for the896

reporting, assessment, protection interventions, and immediate response to school safety897



concerns involving learners, school personnel, and other members of the school community.898

Such mechanisms shall form part of the School Safety Plan and shall be implemented in899

accordance with this Act and applicable laws.900

901

Schools shall ensure that the implementation of this Section is guided by the902

principles of child protection and the best interests of the child, confidentiality and respect903

for privacy, timely intervention, trauma-informed and developmentally appropriate904

practices, due process, coordinated inter-agency response, and survivor-centered, rights-905

based, and restorative approaches, where appropriate.906

907

Schools shall ensure the availability of multiple reporting channels, which may908

include in-person reporting, anonymous reporting systems, digital reporting platforms,909

designated reporting officers, emergency hotlines, and such other reporting mechanisms as910

may be prescribed by the DepEd.911

912

Upon receipt of a report, the school shall:913

a) Immediately record the report;914

b) Conduct an initial risk assessment;915

c) Determine whether immediate protective measures are necessary;916

d) Notify the School Head and appropriate school personnel;917

e) Notify parents or guardians, where appropriate;918

f) Activate emergency response procedures when necessary;919

g) Coordinate with the PNP, LGU, and other relevant local authorities in cases920

involving violence, imminent threats to safety or security, and other emergencies;921

h) Document actions taken; and922

i) Determine whether referral or case management should be initiated.923

924

Where the initial risk assessment identifies indicators of suicide risk, self-harm,925

active psychosis, or imminent danger to self or others, the school shall immediately activate926

emergency protocols and refer the learner for same-day psychiatric evaluation, in927

coordination with parents or guardians and the nearest DOH-accredited mental health928

facility or service provider.929

930

Every school shall ensure that all members of the school community are informed of931

the reporting mechanisms, available support services, and emergency procedures932

established under this Act. Schools shall likewise ensure that reporting mechanisms are933

accessible to learners with disabilities and other learners requiring additional support.934

935



Every school shall maintain updated emergency contact information and establish936

procedures for the immediate notification of parents or guardians, emergency responders,937

LGUs, and other appropriate authorities during emergencies and critical incidents.938

939

SECTION 26. Referral, Case Management, and Coordination.940

Every school shall establish a formal case management and referral system for941

learners requiring continuing intervention and support.942

943

The system shall provide for:944

a) Designation of case managers, where appropriate;945

b) Multidisciplinary case conferences involving relevant school personnel;946

c) Counseling and psychosocial interventions;947

d) The establishment of a tiered referral pathway to hospitals, mental health and well-948

being offices, health professionals, psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers, child949

protection authorities, law enforcement agencies, or other service providers,950

consistent with Republic Act No. 12080 and other applicable laws and policies;951

e) Development of individualized intervention plans, where appropriate;952

f) Regular monitoring and follow-up;953

g) Coordination with parents or guardians;954

h) Documentation and secure case records; and955

i) Safe reintegration into the school community.956

957

The DepEd shall establish standardized case management forms, referral protocols,958

documentation procedures, and inter-agency coordination mechanisms to promote959

consistency across schools.960

961

Schools shall coordinate with the DSWD, the DOJ, the PNP, and LGUs for the962

proper handling of cases, including children in conflict with the law, and for the provision963

of medical, legal, and psychosocial support.964

965

TITLE VI966

RECOVERY967

968

SECTION 27. School Recovery.969

Schools shall establish and implement recovery and reintegration measures for970

learners, school personnel, and other affected members of the school community.971

972



Recovery measures shall aim to restore safety, promote healing, minimize disruption973

to learning, strengthen resilience, and facilitate the safe return of affected persons to school.974

975

Schools shall, at a minimum:976

a) Provide timely counseling, psychosocial support, psychological first aid, and other977

appropriate interventions;978

b) Develop individualized intervention and reintegration plans for learners or school979

personnel requiring continuing support, where appropriate;980

c) Implement academic accommodations and learning continuity measures for affected981

learners;982

d) Engage parents or guardians in planning and supporting the recovery of affected983

learners;984

e) Coordinate referrals to appropriate government agencies, health professionals, and985

community-based service providers;986

f) Monitor the progress of affected learners and school personnel following987

reintegration;988

g) Implement measures to prevent retaliation, stigmatization, discrimination, or re-989

traumatization; and990

h) Conduct post-incident reviews to identify lessons learned and improve school safety991

systems.992

993

Recovery and reintegration measures shall be developmentally appropriate, trauma-994

informed, culturally responsive, and consistent with the best interests of the child.995

996

SECTION 28. National Support for School Recovery and Continuous997

Improvement.998

The DepEd shall establish a National School Recovery and Support Program to999

strengthen the capacity of schools to respond to and recover from incidents affecting school1000

safety and learner well-being. This shall be integrated into the School Safety Plan.1001

1002

The Program shall include:1003

a) Technical assistance to affected schools;1004

b) Deployment of specialized psychosocial support teams, where appropriate;1005

c) Development of standardized recovery and reintegration protocols;1006

d) Capacity-building for school personnel on post-incident recovery;1007

e) Technical assistance for learning continuity and academic recovery;1008

f) Collection and analysis of post-incident data and lessons learned;1009

g) Dissemination of good practices and model recovery interventions; and1010



h) Such other support measures as may be prescribed by the DepEd.1011

1012

The DepEd shall coordinate with the DOH, the DSWD, LGUs, and other appropriate1013

agencies to strengthen community-based recovery and reintegration services.1014

1015

Subject to the availability of appropriations, the DepEd shall prioritize technical1016

assistance and specialized support for schools significantly affected by major emergencies,1017

disasters, violence, or other critical incidents.1018

1019

The DepEd may organize or designate regional or division-level multidisciplinary1020

support teams to provide technical assistance, psychosocial support, crisis intervention, and1021

other specialized services to schools affected by major incidents, emergencies, or disasters.1022

These shall include or have rapid access to a psychiatrist, alongside psychologists and social1023

workers, for post-incident deployment as needed.1024

TITLE VII1025

PROTECTION OF SCHOOL PERSONNEL1026

1027

SECTION 29. Protection and Support for School Personnel.1028

All schools shall ensure that school personnel receive appropriate protection, support,1029

and resources necessary to safely and effectively perform their responsibilities under this1030

Act.1031

1032

Such measures shall include:1033

a) Access to counseling, psychosocial support, employee wellness, and mental health1034

services, including mental health leave certification, psychological or psychiatric1035

assessments, or fitness-to-return assessments following a critical incident;1036

b) Training and continuing professional development on school safety, learner1037

protection, socioemotional learning, emergency preparedness, crisis management,1038

and trauma-informed response;1039

c) Appropriate legal assistance and institutional support for school personnel acting in1040

good faith in the performance of official duties;1041

d) Protection against retaliation, intimidation, harassment, or threats arising from the1042

implementation of school safety measures;1043

e) Provision of appropriate personal protective equipment, emergency equipment, and1044

occupational safety measures where necessary;1045

f) Access to post-incident debriefing and recovery support following critical incidents;1046



g) Recognition of school safety responsibilities in workload planning and1047

administrative support; and1048

h) Such other measures as may be prescribed by the DepEd.1049

1050

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to diminish existing rights, benefits, and1051

protections available to school personnel under existing laws.1052

1053

TITLE VIII1054

MONITORING, EVALUATION, AND ACCOUNTABILITY1055

1056

SECTION 30.Monitoring, Evaluation, and Accountability.1057

The DepEd shall establish a comprehensive national monitoring and evaluation1058

system to assess compliance with this Act, measure the effectiveness of school safety1059

programs, and support evidence-based planning, policymaking, budgeting, and continuous1060

improvement. These shall be harmonized with existing indicators and assessment, self-1061

appraisal and reporting mechanisms to avoid duplicative reporting requirements.1062

1063

The monitoring and evaluation system shall include:1064

a) Monitoring of compliance with the National Comprehensive School Safety1065

Framework and the minimum standards established under this Act;1066

b) Periodic review of School Safety Plans and School Safety Handbooks;1067

c) Assessment of school safety infrastructure, equipment, personnel, and services;1068

d) Monitoring of school safety incidents, trends, response times, recovery outcomes,1069

and implementation of corrective actions;1070

e) Collection and analysis of data on learner well-being, school climate, violence1071

prevention, bullying, digital safety, emergency preparedness, and other school safety1072

indicators;1073

f) Monitoring of capacity-building activities and competency development of school1074

personnel;1075

g) Monitoring of appropriate indicators of digital wellness and emerging digital risks,1076

including learner-reported digital well-being, harmful or unsafe technology use,1077

gaming or social media use, technology-associated sleep disruption, and other1078

digital-related behavioral health concerns, subject to applicable child protection and1079

data privacy laws;1080

h) Periodic compliance assessments of public and private schools; and1081

i) Such other monitoring mechanisms as may be prescribed by the DepEd.1082

1083

SECTION 31. National School Safety Information System.1084



The DepEd shall establish and maintain a National School Safety Information1085

System, interoperable with existing DepEd information systems, to support planning,1086

monitoring, research, policy development, and resource allocation under this Act.1087

1088

The System shall collect, consolidate, analyze, and report information on:1089

a) Incidents involving violence, bullying, abuse, discrimination, harassment,1090

emergencies, disasters, and other school safety concerns;1091

b) Learner well-being, school climate, and behavioral trends;1092

c) Implementation of school safety programs, infrastructure, equipment, and personnel;1093

d) Emergency preparedness and disaster resilience;1094

e) Digital safety and technology-related incidents and behavioral health trends,1095

including emerging risks associated with digital technologies, subject to applicable1096

child protection, confidentiality, and data privacy laws;1097

f) Implementation of recovery and reintegration measures;1098

g) Capacity-building and professional development activities;1099

h) School safety performance indicators; and1100

i) Such other information as may be prescribed by the DepEd.1101

1102

Information collected under this Section shall be used to support evidence-based1103

policymaking, strategic planning, budget preparation, program evaluation, and continuous1104

improvement of school safety programs.1105

1106

The collection, processing, storage, sharing, and publication of information under1107

this Section shall comply with applicable laws on child protection, confidentiality, and data1108

privacy.1109

1110

SECTION 32. Annual School Safety Report.1111

Every school shall submit an Annual School Safety Report to the DepEd, through the1112

Schools Division Office, summarizing the implementation of its School Safety Plan,1113

including the status of school safety implementation, significant incidents and trends,1114

actions taken, implementation challenges, resource needs, and such other information as1115

may be prescribed by the DepEd.1116

1117

The Schools Division Office shall review the reports submitted by schools and1118

provide appropriate technical assistance, recommendations, and other support necessary to1119

address identified gaps and strengthen the implementation of School Safety Plans.1120

1121



The DepEd shall prescribe the form, content, submission schedule, and reporting1122

procedures for the Annual School Safety Report.1123

1124

A copy of the Annual School Safety Report shall also be furnished to the Local1125

School Board, barangay LGU, and the Barangay Council for the Protection of Children1126

(BCPC) for coordination purposes and inclusion of community-based safety measures in1127

the local plans.1128

1129

SECTION 33. National School Safety Report to Congress.1130

The DepEd shall submit a National School Safety Report to Congress every two1131

years summarizing the nationwide implementation of this Act and the National1132

Comprehensive School Safety Framework, including national school safety trends,1133

significant findings, implementation status, emerging challenges, and recommendations for1134

policy, programmatic, and budgetary improvements.1135

1136

The National School Safety Report shall be made publicly available, subject to1137

applicable laws on child protection, confidentiality, and data privacy.1138

1139

TITLE IX1140

FINAL PROVISIONS1141

1142

SEC. 34. Appropriations.1143

The amount necessary for the initial implementation of this Act shall be charged1144

against the current appropriations of the DepEd. Thereafter, such sums as may be necessary1145

for the full implementation of this Act shall be included in the annual General1146

Appropriations Act. LGUs shall provide support for the implementation of this Act through1147

their respective local budgets and other available and authorized sources of funds, including1148

the Special Education Fund (SEF) and local disaster risk reduction and management funds,1149

as may be applicable, subject to existing laws, rules and regulations.1150

1151

SECTION 35. Implementing Rules and Regulations.1152

The DepEd, in coordination with the DOH, DSWD, DILG, Leagues of LGUs, and1153

other relevant stakeholders, shall promulgate the implementing rules and regulations of this1154

Act within sixty (60) days from its effectivity.1155

1156

SECTION 36. Separability Clause.1157

If any provision or part hereof is held invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder of1158

the law or the provision not otherwise affected shall remain valid and subsisting.1159



SECTION 37. Repealing Clause.1160

All laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations or other issuances or parts1161

inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.1162

1163

SECTION 38. Effectivity.1164

Notwithstanding the non-issuance of the implementing rules and regulations, this1165

Act shall take effect after fifteen (15) days following its publication in the Official Gazette1166

or in a newspaper of general circulation.1167

1168

Approved,1169


