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OPEN I NG OF SESSION

At !O:OO a.lII .. "w Spt'aAi:'f. the HOl1orahle RamOll V.
Mitra, called Ihe !Iol/Ie 10 order.

THE SPEAKER. In accordance with Section 15. MudI.' VI
of the Constitution. I hereby call the !>ession to order. I am
greatly pleased to see all your bright faces as we begin the
Second Regular Sc~ion of this Congress. Please be <>eated.

I sen~ a cautiou, optimism pervading this House and it
seems to me well·justified. After the alarms and agitations of
the last session. government halo become confident in its sta} ing
power. As a result. our country has achieved a mt:<l:.ure of
political stability. and economic growth has started again. The
insurgency is under control and land reform should, before too
long, make itself felt in our rural areas.

Our First Session had to be devoted largely to fighting brush
fires left over from lhe authoritarian regime. Now we can begin
to lay !MJme foundations to deliberate on longer term legi..lation:
Politically. to strengthen our repre:;cntative institutions and to
ma~e government lean. efficient and resistant to corruption.
Economically. to ensure both tlMt growth continues and that
development benefits the masses of our people: and socially. to
implant the sense of nationalism and cormnunity among all Fiji
pinos especially among our youth.

I foresee some specific tasks for this session. For one. we
mu:>t explore from the perspective of 16 months' experience in
what aspectS the new Constitution can be improved. For
another, we must do everything possible about our debt·service
burden which now eilts up fully 44 percent of our export in·
come.

The government's rural development needs legislation and
local government should have some measure of autonomy. (he
President's legislative program must get priority consideration
as soon as it is submitted and the national budget certainly
should be acted upon immediately after it is submilled.

These and a number of other measures are calendared for
early debate and vote. We should now begin to line up the
Cabinet members for the Question Hour. (Applause) It is time
they answer the questions here in the hall of the people's elected
Representatives.

By now. we are all well .:lcquuintcd with one another and
uscd to wor~ing together. I expect we will cOntinue to have
:>ome biller disagreement:. over :.pecil"ic bills but because we
have also learned to respect one another. these differences of
opinions should enhance and not delract from the quality of
Jcgislat ion.

Finally. let me just say how much [ look forward to \~ork·

ing with you in this new ~ession which I am confident will build
on the record of competence and probit}' this Congress is set­
ling for those who will come after u".

Now. let us get bac~ to wor~.

NATIONAL ANTHEM

THE SPEAKER. Everybody will please rise to sing the Na·
tional Anthem.

£I'erybody ro.,e 10 \illK the National All/hem.

THE SPEAKER. The Speaker Pro Tempore. the
Honorable Antonio V. Cuenco of Cebu City. will lead the
Prayer.

£I'er)'oody remained .'Ii/af/dil/glor the Prayer.

PRA YER

MR. CUENCO. Eternal Father.t(xlay we begin our second
annual session and we turn to You once again in prayer.

We thank You for the year JUSt pal'll. when You blessed us
with success in spite of the pa.<.sion and <.Jcril1lony engendered
by the issues that we discussed.

We beseech You that in the coming year. You will bless us
once again. that we in this House will see what is best for the
Filipino nation.

Allow liS not to underrate lhe perils and uncertainties that
we face. Our problems remain insuperable and the horizon is
dark with forbidding clouds. But we shall survive and overcome
bcC<lusc Your bounties and protection are also undiminished.
and so are the virtues and capabilities of our people.

Forgive us for choices and infirmities which divert us from
our goals. Often we will faller but if we do. let it be from error
and not from distrust or fear. This we ask of You: that if debate
and discord delay our advance. let it corne from honest dif·
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............................. Present

Second District
Enrique T. Garcia Present

BATANES
Florencio B. Abad , Present

BATANGAS (with the Cities of Hatangas and Lipal
First District

Conrado V. Apacible
Second District

Hernando B. Perez ....
Third District

lally Laurel-Trinidad
Fourth District

Jose E. Calingasan , .
BENGUET (with l:Jaguio City I

First District
Honorato Y. Aquino

Second District
Samuel M, Dangwa ...

SOHOl (with Tagbilaran City)
First District

Venice Borja-Agana.
Second District

David B. Tirol ..
Third District

Isidro C. Zarrag.1 .
BUKIDNON

First District
Socorro O. Acosta _ Present

Second District
Violela 1'. labaria .

Third District
Jose Ma. R. Zubiri, Jr.

BULACAN
First District

Francisco B. Aniag, Jr. Present
Second District

Vicente C. Rivera. Jr .
Third District

Jose L. Cabochan
Fourth District

Rogaciano M. Mercado Present
CAGAYAN

First District
Domingo A. Tuzon .

Second District
leoncio M. Puzon ..

Third District
Tita ~,t. Dupaya .

CAGA YAN DE ORO
Benedicta B. Roo ..

CALOQCAN CITY
First District

Virgilio P. Robles
Second District

Gerardo P. Cabochan .
CAMARINES NORTE

Renato M. Unico Present
CAMARINES SUR (with the Cities of Naga and Irigal

First District
Rolando R. Andaya

Second District
Raul S. Roco .

........ Present

. Presenl

................. Present
AKlAN

Ramon B. Legaspi
ALBA Y lwith legazpi lIt})

First District
Edcc! C. lagman ..

Second District
Carlos R. Imperial ...

ANTIQUE
FirSI Dimici

ExeQuiel B. Javier Present
AURORA

BcnedictoG. Miran
BACOLOD CITY

FirS! District
Romeo G. Guan7.0n Present

fercnces of opinion and nOI because we would join the ranks of
the timid or the failllhcarlcd.

Perhaps our days of doubt and disillusion will outnumber
our moments of achievement. But grant thai regardle..<;s of
either pain or gain, we s.hlill always bear our burdens with COI1­
stanq and courage.

We do nO! ask for ullearned progress. for success without
trial and tribulation, for the f.lIlt:. &cfcnity of the port without
the previous master} of the SlOrm. We as~ only thai by the light
of Your holy grace we shall see the road ahead and move for
ward vigorously in strong and active faith. regardless of the
o.:lds and rcgardlc':ls of the dangers.

You. Lord. have made liS a great nation. a striving people. a
beacon light. a leading star to the democracies of mankind. LeI
us. therefore, brace our\elves and not be proved unworthy of
our tasks and of our viclOries. By Your mighty hand. this coun
try will continue to slamI' itsclf in blazing flames in lhe history
of freedom. Give this House of Repn:scntatives the strength
and the will to play its part not only 10 preserve bUI 10 enhance
the name of the "'ilipino in the .-.croll of honor among the na­
tions thaI You have blessed. Amen.

TH ESPEAK ER. Everybody wil! please remain standing as
the HOllse Choir sings the Our Father.

BASILAN
Alvin G. Dans Present

BATAAN
First District

FelicitoC. Payumo Present

ROLL CALL

THE SPEAKER. The Secretary will please eallthe roll.
THE SECRETARY. Roll Call of Members:

ABRA
First District

Rudolfo A. Bcrnardez Present
AG USAN DEL NORTE

First District
Charita B. Plaza.

Second District
Edelmiro A. Amantc

AGUSAN DEL SUR
First District

DcrnocrilO O. Plaza ..

EI'eryborly remained standing as the Choir !iong the Ollr
Father.
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LA UNION
Fir.:.! District

Victor F. Onega
Second District

Jose D. Aspiras ..

IFUGAO
Gualbcrto B. Lumauig Present

ILOCOS NORTE
First District

Roque R. Ablan. Jr.
Second District

Mariano R. Nalupta, Jr.

ILOCOS SUR
First District

Luis C. SingMln
Second Disl rict

Eric D. Singson
ILOILO

First District
Oscar G. Garin.

Second District
Alberto J. Lopez

Third DiSlrict
Licurgo P. Tirador .

Fourth District
Narciso D. Monfort .

Fifth District
Niel D. Tupas

ILOILO CITY
Rafael J. Lopez·Vilo Prc:.ent

ISABELA
First District

Rodolfo B. Albano .
Second District

Simplicia B. Domingo, Jr. .
Third District

Santiago P. Respicio .
Fourth District

Antonio M. Abaya ..
KALlNGAAPAYAO

William F. (laver .
LAGUNA (with San Pablo Cityl

First District
Ncreo R. Joaquin.

Second District
Joaquin M. Chipeco, Jr.

Third District
Florante L. Aquino .....

Fourth District
Magdaleno M. Palacol.

LANAO DEL NORTE (with Iligan CitYf
First District

Mariano Ll. Badelles, Sr Present
Second District

Abdullah D. Dirnaporo Present
LA NAG DEL SUR (with Marawi City)

First District
Omar M. Dianalan ..

Second District
Mohammad Ali B. Dimaporo.

LAS PINAS and MUNTINLUPA
Fikmon C. Aguilar .

Pre:.ent

Present

Present
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. Present
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. Present
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................ Prc~nl

............... Prc:.cnt

. Prcscnt
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........................... Present

CEBU CITY
First District

Raul V. del Mar
Second District

Antonio V. Cuenco ..
DAVAO CITY

First Dimict
Jesus G. Dureza .

Second District
Cornelio P. Maskarino.

CEBU lwilh the Cities of Danao, Lapu·Lapu. Mandauc
and Toledo)

First District
Antonio T. Bacallos

Second Di:.trict
Crisologo A. Abincs

Third District
Pablo P. Garcia ....

Fourth District
Celestino E. Martinez. Jr.

Fifth District
Ramon D. DUrlIno III .

Sixth District
Vicente L. de la Serna ...

Third Districl
Eduardo P. Pilapil ....

Fourth District
Ciriaco R. AlfeloT _

CAMIGUIN
Pedro P. ROlllualdo. . Present

CArlZ lwilh Roxas CitYI
First District

Gerardo A. Roxas. Jr.
Second District

Cornelio T. Villareal. Sr. . PrcM:1l1

CAVITE (wilh the Cities of Tagaytay, Cavite and
Trece ManiTcsl

First District
Leonardo L. Guerrero .

Second District
Renata P. Dragon .

Third District
Jorge A. Nur"'K:z.

DA VAD DEL NORTE
First District

Lorenzo S. Sarmiento. Sr. Present
Second District

Baltazar A. Sator Present
Third DisHict

Rodolfo P. del Rosario Present

DA VAO DEL SUR
First District

Juanito G. Camasura. Jr. Present
Second District

Benjamin V. Bautista, Sr PreSClll

DAVAOORIENTAL
First DIstrict

Enrico G. Dayanghirang. ..... Present
Second District

Thelma Z. Almario Pre~nt

EASTERN SAMAR
Jose 1". Ramirez Prescnt
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PALAWAN
First District

David A. Ponce de Leon
Second District

Ramon V. Mitra

Second District
Manuel H. Puey . Present

Third DiSlrict
Jose Carlos V. Lacson ....

Fourth District
Edward M. Matti ..

Fifth District
Mariano M. Yulo ..

Sixth District
Hortensia L. Starke .. .. Present

NEGROS ORIENTAL (with the Cities of Bais. Call1aan
and Dumaguete)

PAMPANGA lwith Angele~ CitYI
First District

Carmelo F. Lazatin . Present
Second District

Emigdio L. Lingad . Prescnl
Third District

Oscar S. Rodriguez ... ... PreserH
Fourth District

Marciano M. Pineda Present

First District
Eduardo NonalO N. Joson. Jr.

Second Di~trict

Simeon E. Garcia. Jr .
Third District

Hermogenes D. Concepcion, Jr.
Fourth District

Nicanor G. de Guzman. Jr...
NUEVA VIZCAYA

Carlos M. Padilla Pre~nt

NUEVA ECIJA twith thc Cities of CabanalUan.
Palayan and San Jose)

First District
Jerome V. Paras ....

Second District
Miguel L. Romero

Third District
Margarito B. Teves .

NORTH COTA8ATO
First District

Rodrigo B. Gutang. . Present
Second District

Gregorio A. Andolana .
NORTHERN SAMAR

First District
Raul A. Daza

Second District
Jose L. Ong. Jr.

ORIENTAL MINDORO
First District

Rodolfo G. Valencia
Second District

Jesus M. Punzalan

OCCIDENTAL MINDORO
Mario Gene J. Mendiola . Present

.. Present

.. Present

.. Pre~l1t

... Present

..... Present

...... I)rescnt

...... Present

. Present

. Prescnt

............................... Present

First District
Julio H. Ozamiz .

Second District
Hilarion J. Ramiro. Jr. ..

MISAMIS ORIENTAL (with Gingoog City)
First District

lsacio A. Pelaez .
Second District

Victorico L. Chaves

MAGUINDANAO (with CotabalO CitYl
First District

Michael O. Mastura .
Second District

Guimid P. Matalam
MAKATI

Ma. Consuela Puyat·Reyes

MALA BON and NAVOTAS
Teresa Aquino-Oreta ..

MOUNTAIN PROVINCE
Victor S. Dominguez Present

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL (with the Cities of San Carlos.
Cadiz. Bago. La Carlota and SilaYI

First District
Salvador S. Laguda Present

MAS8ATE
First District

Tito R. Espinosa.
Second District

Lui'. Cleta R. Ilakllnawa
Third District

Moises R. Espinosa . Pre~nt

MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL lwith the Cities of Oroqllieta.
Ol.amiz and Tangubl

LEYTE (with the Cities of Tacloban and OnllOCI
First District

Cirilo Roy G. MOnlcjo Present
Second District

Manuel L. Horca. Jr. ... Present
Third District

Alberto S. Veloso Present
Fourth District

Carmela J. Locsin ..... Present
Fifth District

Eriberto V. LOreto Present

MANILA
First District

Martin B. Isidro
Second District

Jaime C. LapeL .
Third District

Leomlrdo B. Fugo~o Present
Fourth District

Ramon S. Bagal!;ing. Jr. .. Present
Fifth DiSlrict

Amado S. Bagatsing ..
Sixth District

Pablo V. Ocampo . Present
MARIK INA

Dcmoclito J. Angeles Present
MARINDUQUE

Carmencita O. Reyes .
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Present
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Present

...................... Present

.. Present

.. Present

First District
Artemio A. Adasa, Jr.

Second District
Ernesto S. Amatong ..

Third District
Angel M. Carloto Present

ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR (with PagadianCityt
First District

Isidoro E. Real, Jr. . Present
Second District

Antonio H. Ccrilles Present
Third District

Wilfreda G. Cainglel .. Present

Second District
Bonifacio H. GiJlego Present

SOUTH COTABATO (with General Santos City)
Firsl District

Adelbert W. Antonino
Second District

Hilario L. de Pedro III Present
Third District

James L. Chiongbian .
SOUTHERN LEYTE

Roger G. Mercado .
SULTAN KUDARAT

Estanislao V. Valdez Present
SULU

First District
Abdusakur M. Tan ..

Second District
Arden S. Anni Present

SURIGAO DEL NORTE lwith SurigaoCity)
First District

Glenda B. Ecleo .. Present
Second DiSHict

Constantino C. Navarro, Sr. ... .. .... Present
SURIGAO DEL SUR

First District
Mario S. Ty .. Present

Second District
Ernesto T. Estrella .. Present

TARLAC
First District

Jose S. Cojuangco. Jr. .. Present
Second District

Jose V. Yap ......... Present
Third District

Herminia S. Aquino Present

TAWITAWI
Alawadin T. Bandon. Jr. Present

VALENZUELA
Antonio M. Serapio .... .. Present

ZAMBALES (with Olongapo City)
First District

Katherine H. Gordon. .. ..... Present
Second District

Pacita T. Gonzalez .. Present
ZAMBOANGA CITY

Maria Clara L. Lobregat ... .. ...... Present

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE {with the Cities of Dapitan
and Dipolog)

.... Prescnt

. Present

............ Prescnt

................. Present

. Present

[II Present

SIQUIJOR
Orlando B. Fua ...

SORSOGON
First District

Salvador H. Escudero

RIZAL
First District

Francisco S. Sumulong. Sr. .... Present
Second District

Emigdio S. Tanjuatco. Jr. Present
ROMBLON

Natalia M. Beltran. Jr. .. Present

SAMAR {with Calbayog City)
First DiSlTicl

Jose A. Roilo Present
Second District

Venancio T. Garduce. ... Present

SAN JUAN and MANDALUYONG
Ronaldo B. Zamora.

PANGASINAN (with the Cities of Dagupan and San Carlos)
First District

Oscar M. Groos Pre~nt

Second District
Antonio E. Bengson III . Present

Third District
Fabian S. Sison . Present

Fourth District
Jose C. de Venecia, Jr. Present

Fifth District
Conrado B. Estrella. Jr. ........ Present

Sixth District
Camado M. Estrella III ....... .. Present

PARANAQUE
Freddie N. Webb

PASAY CITY
Lorna Verano-Yap

PASIG
Rufino S. Javier ....

PATEROS and TAGUIG
Dante O. Tioga . Presel1l

QUEZON (with Lucena CitYl
First District

Wilfrido L. Enverga Present
Second District

Mario L. Tagarao ..... .. Present
Third District

Bienvenido O. Marquez, Jr. .......... .. Present
Fourth District

Oscar F. Santos Pr~ent

QUEZON CITY
First District

Renata A. Yap ........ .. ... Present
Second District

Antonio L. Aquino... .. Present
Third District

Anna Dominique M. L. Coscteng Prese11l
Fourth District

Ismae! A. Mathay, Jr Present

QUIRINO
Junie E. Cua Present
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SECTORAL REPRESENTATIVES

PEASANT SECTOR
Romeo S. Angeles .....
Bartolome D. Artcchc

LABOR SECTOR
Ramon J. labar . Present

WOMEN AND DISABLED SECTOR
Estelita G. Juco. . Present

VETERANS AND ELDERLY SECTOR
Dionisio S. Ojeda Present

Mr. Speaker. the roll call shows 164 Members responded (0

the call.
THE SPEAKER. The Chair declares the presence of a

quorum.

MI{. ALBANO. Parliamentary inquiry. Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER. The Minority Floor Leader is recogniLed.

MR. I\LBi\NO. Ye....;, Mr. Speaker. In my long years of ex-
perience in Congress. Ihis j" the first time we had an opening
~\tltCI1lCnl in the convocation of Congress from the Speaker.
and we welcome il. Mr. Speaker. becausc it lays down the
legl..Jative agenda However. I have noticed in the statement of
the Speaker lhat the question of the PCGG which is pending in
our Unfini~hcd Business waS not mentioned. May we know if
thi~ is included in the corruption that the Speaker has men­
tioned as among the priori tie!>?

THE SPEAKER. The change in the ritual is occasioned by
the continuing growth of Lhis legislative body, which I am sure
cver} Member here favors. As to the question on the rCGG, it
is in the calendar of the priority mcasure~ which wilt be dis
cil~sed by Lhis Chamber anu at the appropriatc time the COI11­
millee on Rules of which the Gentleman from Isabel..! is a
member will Ci111the bill for final resolution. at which Lime the
question of the Gentleman from 15abela will be fully answered.

MR. ALBANO. Thank you vcr} much, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER The Majorit~1 Floor Leader is recogni/ed.

CONSIDERATION OF H. RES. NO. 783
(presence of Quorum in the House)

PERIOD 01- SPONSORSHIP

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker. may I now move tlwt we
consider I-louse ResoluLion No. 783 and may we requesL the
Secretary to read the title and text of the resolution?

THE SPEAKER. Is there any objection? (Silence) rhe
Chair hears none: the motion is approved.

With the permis"ion of the House. the Secretary will please
read lhe title and text of the re~lution.

TI-ll: SI:.CRI:TARY. Ilotl~e Re~llltioll No. 783. entitled:
RESOLUTION INFORMING THE SENATE THAT A
QUORUM IS PRESENT IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN
TATIVES ANDTI-IATTIlE HOUSE IS READY TO ENHR
UPON nl~ ~XERCIS~ OF ITS ~UNCTIONS

Re.~oh'e(J. by Ihe HOlN'ofRepre.~ef/{Q{h'e.\. That a message
be sent to the Senate informing <;aid Body thaL there is a
quorum present in the House of Representatives and Lhat the
Hou~e is ready Lo enter UpOIl the exercise of its functions.

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speakcr.

THE SPEA K ER. The Majority Floor Leader IS recogniled.

MONDAY, JULY 25.1988

AOOPTION OF H. RES NO. 783
(PreM:l1ce of Quorum in the HOUSCI

MR. SUMULONG. I move lhal \~C auopt ul1allimou\l~

House Resolution No. 78.l

TilE SPEAKER. b there any objection'.' (Silence) The
Chair hears none: the motion is approved.

J-lou~e Resolulion No. 783 is adopted.

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER.·I he l'\!lajorit} Floor Leader is recogni/ed.

MR. SUMULONG. May I now move and propo~ the ap-
pointment of the following 1\-'1cl1lbers of lhi, Chamber to inform
Lhe Senate thll! the I louse has entcred lIpon the exercisc of its
fUtll.:Lions: for lhe majorit~, the Iionorabic Raul Daza and Vic
torieo Chaves: and in hehalf at' the minority. the Honorable
Antonio Serapio.

THE SPEAKER. h there an) objection to the motion?
(Silence) The Chair hear\ none: the motion 1\ arproved.

MR. SUMLJLONG. Mr. Speaker.

Till:. SPEAKER. The Majorit} Floor Leader i~ recognlLtcd.

CONSIDERATION OF H. CT. RES. NO. 19
(Jomt Scs..ion 01' COllgres~)

PERIOD OF SPONSORSHIP

MR. SUMULONG. I no\\ movc for the con",ideration of
House Concurrent Resolution No. 19 and ma} we request thc
Secret<H) to read the title alld tex! of tile conClJrrcnl resolution.

THE SPEAKER. Is thcre any objet:lion? (Silence) The
Chair hears nOlle: the motion is approved.

The Sccre[;!J"} i.. directed to rcad I louse Coneurrcnt Resolu·
tion No. 19.

THE SECRETAR Y. Hou'>C Concurrent Resolution No.
19. cnlJlled: CONCURRENT RESOLUTION PROVIDING
FOR THE SENATE AND THE 1l0USE OF REPRESEN·
TATIVES TO HOLD A JOINT SESSION TO HEAR THE
MESSA(jE OF THE PRESIDENT 0/· 1'1-11:. PHILIPPINES

Resolved, by Ihe House 0/ Represenlath'es. lite Senate con­
curring That both Houses of the Congress of the Philippines
hold a joint '>t''>Slon on Jul} ('welll} -fi\c. nineteen hundred <lnd
eighty·eight. at four o'clock in the afternoon in the Session Hall
of the I louse of Representative", \0 hear (he me~~ge of lhc
Presidenl of the Philippines.

ADOPTION OF H. CT. RES. NO. 19
(Joint Session of Congress)

MR. SUMULOr--.'G. rvlr. Speaker. I move for the
UIl<lllllnoUS adoption of House Concurrent Resolution No. 19.

THE SPEAKER. Is there any objection? (Si/f'l/cf'J
The Chair hears nOlle: the motion is approved.

House Concurrent Rc,,"ollltion No. 19 is adopted.

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Sp~<lker. I now move lhat
we ask the Secretary 10 read the Mes..,age" frOnt the
Senate.

THE SPEAKlR. Is (here any objection front Lhe
floor? (Silence) The Chair hcars 1I0ne: the motion is ap·
proved.

The Secretary is direcled La read the Messages from
Lhe Senate.

THE SECRETARY, reading:
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Republic of the Philippines
Senate

Manila

July 25. 1988

Mr. Spca~cr:

I have been directed to inform the House of Rcprcscn­
tall\CS Ihat the Senate on Jul) 25. 1988 adopted Rewlu
lion NO..Q CqllP.5, Re~. No. 216). entitled:

RESOLLT[ON [NFORM[NG THE HOUSL m
REPRESENTAT[VES THAT A QUORUM [S PRE
SLVI [~ THE SENATE AND THAT TH[S ilODY
HAS ENHRLD UPON THE EXERCISE 0[' [["5
FUNCTIONS.

THE SPEAKER. To the Archi\'e~.

TJ-Il:. SlCRETA RY. reading:

Republic of the Philippinc~

Sen <l I e
Manila

Jul} 25. 1%8

Mr. Speaker:

I have been directed to inform the Ilou'>(' of Rcprc,>cn
I.Hives thaI the Senate on Jul} 15. 1988 adopted without
anlendment I louse Concurrelll Rc.'>olution No. 19. el1­
titled:

CONCURREI\T RESOLUT[ON PROV[D[~G

THAT TilL SLNATE AND THE HOUSE OF RLPRL
SENTAT[VES HOLD A JO[NT SESSION TO HEAR
-, HE MESSAGE OF THE PRES1DL:N"1 OF TilE
PHILIPPINES.

THE SPEAKER. 10 the COlllll1illCe on Rulc\.
TH I::. SI::CR ET;\ RY. (C'{/dillg:

Republic of the PhilipplI1e~

Senatt:
ivlallila

Jul) 25. JI)88

Mr. Speaker:

I have been directed to inform the House of Rcpre~en

tative~ that the Senate on Jul) 25. 1988 adopted Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 18. entitled:

CONCURRENT RESOLUT[ON AUTHOR[Z[NG
Till: APPOINTMENT OF A JOINT COMMITTEE OF
IlOTH 1I0USES TO NOT[[·Y THE PRESIDENT OF
THE PHILIPPINES THAT THE CONGRESS NOW
CONVENED [N REGULAR SESSION [S READY TO
RECE[VE HER MESSAGE [N A JO[NT SESSION,

in which it requests the concurrence of thc Ilou!>C.
Pursuant thereto. and in anticipation of the concur

rence of the Hou~. the following Senators were ap­
pointed a~ Member~ of the Joint Commillce on the part
of the Sen~t1e:

I. Hon. Victor S. Zig.!
2. Hon. Leticia R. Shahani
J. Hon. Alberto G. Romulo
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4. Han. Mamintal Tamano
5. I-Ion. Joseph E. Estrada

THE SPEAKER. To the Archives.

CONS[DERATION OF S. CT. RES. NO. [8
Uoim committee to notify the President)

PER[OD OF SPONSORSHIP

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker. I now movc that we can
sider Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 18.

THE SPEAKI:R. Is there any objection'? (Silence) The
Chair hear~ none; the Illotion is approved. With the permission
of the HOll~e. the Secretary is directed to read the text of the
resolution

TH E SECR ETA RY. Senate COllcurrent Resolution No.
18. entitled: CONCURRENT RESOLUTION AUTHOR·
[Z[NG THE APPO[NTMENT OF A JO[NT COMM[TTEE
OF IlOTH HOUSES TO NOT[FY THE PRES[DENT OF
THE PH[LlPP[NES THAT THE CONGRESS, NOW CON·
VENED [N REGULAR SESSION, [S READY TO RECE[VE
HER MESSAGE [N A JO[NT SESSION.

Re,\Oh'ed by Ihe Senate. lhe }-Iou:.e of Represeflfatil'es con·
curring, To allthorile. as it hereby authorizes. the appointment
of a Joint Committee of both Houscs of Congress to be COIll­

p(~ed of ten Members. five to be appointed by the President of
the Senate. and five by the Speaker of the House of Represcn­
t,ilive~. to notify the President of the Philippinc~ lhat the Con­
gre'iS. now convened in regular session. is read) to receive her
message to the Congress for its Second Regular Session in a
Joint Ses~ion for thc purpose.

ADOPTION OF S. CT. RES. NO. [8
(Joint Committec to notify thc President I

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker. I movc that we
11ll3nimously adopt Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 18.

TilE SPEAKER. Is there any objection? (Silence) The
Chair hear~ none. the motion i~ approved.

Senate COncurrcm Re~llItion No. 18 is unanimously
adopted.

MR, Sl.JMULONG. Mr. Speaker. I now move and propose
the appointment of the following Members of the House to the
joinl eOllll1liUee 10 notify the Pre~idelH of the joint session at
four o'clock in the afternoon today. namely: the Honorable
Maria Consuelo Puyat-Reyes; the Honorable Exequiel Javier:
the Honorable Luis C. Singson: thc Honorable Je~us Dureza:
and for the Minority. the Honorable Victor Ortega,

THE SPEAKER. b there any objection? (Silence) The
Chair hears none; the motion is approved.

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker.
TIlE SPEAK ER. The MaJoritr Floor Leader is recogniLed.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION
MR. SUMULONG. [move that we ~uspcnd the session for

a few minutes. Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER. The session i" su~pende(L

II was IO:J3 a.m.

RESUMPT[ON OF SESSION

III 11:31 a.m.. lhe :.es:.iolJ WG.\ re.wmed.

TIlE SPEAKER. The session is re~llmed.

MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker.
THE SPEAKER. The Majority Floor Leader IS recognized.
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MR. SUMULONG. The chairman of the committee on
the pari of the House 10 Ilmify the President of the joint sc~ion
this afternoon has already made a report which he desires !O be
conveyed to the Chamber. The members of the committee have
mel with Her Excellency. the President, and according to them.
the President was in high spirits. she looks absolutely and
perfectly healthy and ready and willing to deliver her statc·of­
the-nation message this afternoon. So, Mr. Speaker. that is lhe
report of the committee which we would like the Mcmbcr~ of
this Chamber 10 be informed of.

I now move that we adjourn up to four o'clock this after
noon. for the purpose of giving way to the joint ~ssion of lhe
Senate and the House of Representatives for Ihe stale-of-lhe­
nation message of the President.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

THE SPEAKER. Before we act on that, the !>C~sion is
suspended.

II wa~ 11.12 a.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

AI 11:34 a.l1I.. Ihe .se\~iol/ l\"O\" resumed.

THE SPEAK.ER. The sc~sion is resumed.
The Majority Floor Leader is recognil.ed.
MR. SUMULONG. Mr. Speaker. I would like to modify

my mOllon to the effect that in~tead of a motion for adjourn
ment of the sc~~ioll up to four o'c1ock thb afternoon for the
jOlllt :.e~ion of the twO Hou:.e~ to hear the delivery of the state­
of-the·nation me\sage of the Pre..\ident. I move instead that wc
~u~pcnd the \C\Sion up to four o'clock this afternoon for that
purpo\C.

SlJSP~NSION Or SESSION

n II: SPEAKER. The motion i~ to suspend the session until
four o'clock thi" aftcrnoon ror the Joint \ession to hear the
mes...age of the President.

b there any objection? (Si/l:'lIce) The Chair hears none: the
se~~ion IS "u~pendcd until four o'dock thi~ alternoon.

II IWI\ 11:3-1 a.m.

OPENING OF THE SECOND JOINT REGULAR SESSION

At 4:0_~p.m.. the !'Jpmkl:'f. Ihe HOI/arable Ramoll V. Mirra.
and fhe .wl/aie Pre.\idell/. lhe Honorable )ol'ilO R. SalollR-o,
opel/f'd Ihe joill/ \('\.\ioll.

THE SPEAKER. On the part of the House. the Second
Joint Regular Se""iOll i:. called to order.

THE SLNA11: PRI:SIDENT. On the part of the Senate.
the Second Jomt Reguhn Se\\IOn I~ called to order.

NATIONAL ANTHEM

l:.1'en,/x)(ly ro.\/:' /0 \illS: "ll! Natiollal An/hem.
nU! flolI~ oj R/:'{)fe~eIllO/il'l!\ Choir led Ihe ~il1ging oIfhe

Natiollal Allihem.
/:.'I·l:'fybody rf'mailled ~lOlIdillg Jor the NO/ioll~' Prayn. led

by Bi\hop Admirudor Tedf'fi.\. MomiXllor Frand.\co Tal/lOCO.
Sr" alld Milli\lef Adri/d O. Meimbafl.

PANALANGIN NG SA YAN

Panginooll
Sa araw nil ito
Ay muli kaming nagtilipon
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Upang ang utos Mo
At ang atas ng bayan
Ay lubos naming maisakatuparan,
Pagdakila rin ito at pasasalamat
Sa pagpapadama Mo
Na Ikaw ay aming kapiling
Noon, ngayon
At sa darating pang mga araw.
Ang tinig ng bayan
I\y tinig Mo rin
Kaya) kami ily lubos na nagagalaL
Kaming mga kinalawan ng bayan
Na sa kabila ng Olga hirap
At pag-aalinlangan,
Ay sinikap namin
Sa mali it naming kaparaanan.
Na maging marapat sa lao
Al sa Iyong pangalan.
Muli kaming nagsusumamo,
Na muli mong ipadama.
Ang lyong patnubay
Sa harap ng hamon ng panahon.
Panatilihin Mong bukas
Ang bulwagang ito
Sa tilongbayan at sa I}o
Nang sa gayon.
Ito ay magsilbing altar
Na tatanglaw sa amin
Sa paghahanap ng lipunan
Na may kalarungan.
Kalayaan. pag-iibigan
At tunay na kapayapa<ln.
Sa pangalan po
Ng Panginoong He!>ukristo
Siya Nawa.
THE SPEAKER. Ladies and Gentlemen. Her Excellenl.:Y.

the President of the Philippines. ("oraWIl COJuangco Aquino.
(Applaw,ej

STATEOF~ rHENATION ADDRESS
OF PRESiDENT AQUINO

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you. Please be sc'llt:d.
Mr. President of the Senate. Mr. Speaker of the House of

Representatives. Member:. of ooth Houses of Congress. lhe
Vice-President and Members of the Cabme!. the ChlCf Juslice
and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Cour!. Your
Excellencies of lhe Diplomatic Corp:., Di:.tinguished Guesls,
minamahal kong mga kababayan:

In fulfillment of my pledge to uphold and defend the Con­
stitution. I stood here last year and divested rny~lI" of the power
ilnd aUlhority 10 govern this nation single·twndcdly. The act
seemed premature to many. We had ani} fini:.hed laying the
groundwork for recovery. The objectives of our policies had yet
to be achieved: their real consequences could not be known.
We had done more clearing of the rubble than building on the
ruins.

We had freed the spirit of enterprisc whieh has accounled.
far more than the direclions of government. for the progre~s of
our neighbors.

We had [,lid with speed and care the foundations for a
stronger and broader·b.lscd democracy. We had applied the
first measures for the rc~urrection of a virtually dead economy.

Memory will bring more vividly to mind lhan a recitation of
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slatislicS the devasl31lon of our country then. the deep and
sweeping poverty of the great mass of the people. the trauma of
a v.ounded nation.

Many said II was not the time for divided counsel and
shared government. It was too soon to venture into the world
without the protection of the extraordinary powers I had
mherited. and which I hm.! sparingly used to steer the nation to
thaI first day of full democracy: the inauguration of the COil­
gress of the Philippines.

I ignored these counsels of fcar.
It could nevcr be too soon for democracy. I was almost

proved v. rong.
One month aflcr I stood here and sounded a call for unit)".

the right made its boldest and bloodiest move against the new
democracy. With characteristic treachery, it lunged in the
middle of the night at the heart of the Republic. While the at·
tack was repulsed. the August 28 coup auempt almost Wiped
out the hard·won gams of a whole year and revived the nagging
doubt that thIS country could have any future other than tur·
moil.

I called on the people to gather the scallered stones of [he
edifice and build ancw.

De!>pitc the great losses sustained. I felt no regret [hOlt we
had complelely re<;lorcd democracy. For I had not been called
to power to achle\e economic progre~ at the cO!>t of the ideals
of Ihe Re\olullon that swept me into office.

M} mandate "a!> not Just to make a country nch. hUI 10
make democracy "ark: To make II "ork a5 a system of genuine
popular partlClpallon To make it meanmgful to the li\es of the
common people hy gl\mg them JObs and JustICe. "ork wilh
dlglWY. heallh and educatIOn. and rea~)Il to hope that the
future" III be beller for them~l\es and their children.

I belle\ed that no" here could you find more effec[l\·e cures
for the lIb of our country - !>uch as [he habit of oppre~!>lon. the
Inclination to corruption. betrayal of the public interest - than
III [he blcs:.ing of democracy , freedom, right3. transparenl deal
II1g~. and a governrnetll of the people by the people thcl11"Clve".

[)c!>plle the difficull1esof democracy. we "ould br1llg 10 the
prO'lpcrOU3 <;tate "e sought lhe freedom :ll1d dignity \\ ith \\ hlch
"e had slarted on l'ebruOlr} 25.1986.

110" \\ell \\e ha\e succeeded. il is my distrnct plea~ure and
pnde to rellOrt. 110" far"e ha\e fallen ~hort of our need.... It I!>
our una\oidable duty to ackno" ledge and rectify.

1\0 one can deny the obviou~: Ihe t.."COnomy has [a ken off.
The C\.-onolllK; IIldlcatOf\ <;ho" It: the general feeling confirlllll
It. rhe economy III on thc 1ll00C. not fitfully any more but III

firm <;tflde~ 011 the path of su<;talOable growlh.
Gf\ Pgrew by 5.7 percelll III 1987: by 7.6 percent III the firM

quarter of I YS8. rhe 'M:lurce of tIm growth. 011 the supply ~ide.

\~"ll ItlcrCil'>Cd IIldu!>trial aCl1vity; on the demand side. by vallily
II1crea'>Cd con"umer ~pcnding. The indll'.uial sector grew by 8
percent III lY87: by anOlher 9.7 percellt in lhe fir~l quarter of
lY88. t\lanufactllflng I)ollted the highe!>t growth SIOCC 1981.
mamly III electronic" and garmcni). "I he "tcep ri':>e III primary
energy consumption confirm!> lhe dramallc lO<:rea~ 111 econa
nl1c actl\ 11Ie~. Oil con')Umptlon gre" by 15.8 percellt. and by
additIOnal 92 l)CrCCIll Ihlll year. Our cnergy capabllille~ ha ... c
begun 10 feel Ihe ~HalO - a sure llign of IOcrea~"d t..'Conormc
energy

Unemploy ment dropped from I I. r percenl III Ihe fourth
quarter of 198610 9.5 percent in one year. One million "tX hun
drcd thoulland J0l'h had been created In 1987. "ell ovcr a
nulhon of them gener<lted by thc pnvate economy.

We have tmded Ihl~ gro\\th and found il accounted for
rnatnly by ..mall and medium bu!>ine3~l> and by Filiplllo
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Chinese entrepreneurs. sectors Ihat made few demands on the
public sector. olher than 10 be left alone 10 work in Ihe
democratic economic space we have created. We are seeing
people'llOwered capitalism in action.

Unavoidably. growlh exacted the price of innation. which
grew from 6.9 perccnt in 1986 to 7.4 percelll at the end of [987.
But even these figures compare qui[e favorably with a peak of
64 percent innation in thc laSt years of the dictator:.hip. when
workers' real wages plunged. In sharp contrast, improvements
in real wages in the past tWO years have enabled the working
classes to cope with it. In manufacturing. workers' compensa·
lion increased by 21 percent; mlllimum wagcsof non-plantation
workers - Ihe poorest - by 2.U percent. Real wages of
government cmployccs increased by 11.2 percent.

We do nOI gloss over the faci that the number of unem­
plo}'ed who do not partake of these gains remains slgnilicanL
Still. Ihe improvement has been marked enough to explain the
drop in the number of strJ~es since October last year. This con·
firms our belief that only economic progress can produce enduro
ing h3.rmony 111 the workplace. The relative self·restrall1t exer­
cised by the labor sector in allowing the economic recovery to
proceed with a minimum of disruption underscores the maturi·
ty. wisdom and patriotism of the working classes and their
leaders.

We lo"ered the dUlY on crude. and revised taxes on
petroleum products. We rolled back prices four times and there
arc at present on gomg studies whieh "I.' hope will result in a
future reduction of the prices of petroleum products. particu·
larly of kerosene. diesel, and LPG. on which the grealer mass of
our people depend.

To keep energy supply in step wilh Ihe demands of
economic growth. \\C have pUt energy development among our
highest priorlucs. I shall sel up an energy coordll1allng council.
composed of the Executive Secretary and the heads of the Na­
[ional Power Corporation. the Office of Energy Affairs. the Na·
[ional Electrification Adminim3tion. and the Philippine Na·
[ional Oil Company. 10 keep track of developmellt!l in [his area.
This should allay fears that we may outgrow our energy
capabilities and choke the el.'OIlOllliC tal..eoff.

The 1986 Tax Reform Program ha!> apparel1l1y "orked.
The IIlcreasc of rnenues from 10.6 percelll 10 ILl percent of
GNP rence!') IhlS.

To CUI O\erhead and Il1Ject energ} 11110 the bureaucracy. I
ha\e directed the Department of Budget and ~lanagement to
tnm excess personnel from the head offices of the departments:
al the very least 10 pUi a lid on ne\\ hire. for O\erhead items.

Thc Pnvall7ation Program has generated PII.2 billion in
gr~ll revenuell. The program h;l', pr(x:eedcd le~ s" iftly than 111­

terCi>ted partlCS may dc~ire. but L1ue care mu'.>t be exerCl'~cd in
[he disposition of as~t~ [hal belong to the people. We mU!>1 ge[
[he mOSI we ellrl ror [he people III :l~ rair and trllll\l1,lre11l a man
ncr as l)Os~ible. leaving 110 room for lhe srnalle~t doubt about
the integrity of the procedure and [he peorle 111\ ol\ cd.

In spite of the clear guidcJjne~ I h;l\e:OC1 of tranllparency
and open bidding. and again~t lhe urgent demJhne for the
pri\atization of certalll major a-.M:tll. !-.Orne people \tlil Iry 10
gain undue advantages. Let nu one delude himself on thai
score. Th~ who fought with u... 1I1 the campaign :md re\olu
{ion mU~1 remember that \\oc foughl to ..tOp corruptIOn of publiC
offlcialll and pm lleg~ to special fricnd~. Let u... not ca3h III on
our patnOllsrn in 1986. Lei us rather be grateful to thc nation
and IOlhe hl~tOncal moment for the pnnlege \"'1.' haJ of being
heroe~.

Lei me return to the IllCallurell lal..en [0 !>pur the gro\\ th 01
the economy.



rhe dramatIC Improvement in rural purchasing power was
accounted for b) the Communit) Emplo) ment and Develop
ment Program or the CEDP. and. of COUI1lC. b} the unexpected
ImprO\emellt 10 copra pnces.

The regions are forging ahead. Three of them - Region 1\
or Southern Tagalog: Rcgion VII. the Central Visa)as: and
Region XI. Southern Mindanao - grc\\ faster limn i\letro
Malllia. Their great potential is onl} \l.altlllg to be tapped b}
capital investmems. such as roods and commUnications. and b}
the de\olution of decision-maklllg to the local level.

Thu.... we havc deccntralized the operation" of the 16 major
government dcpartments, and increll~d pri\<lte !>ector rcprc!>Cn
tation III regional and local development COllncil~ toone founh.
Budgc[ll arc llOW relcased directly [0 local governmcnt" and
budgct prioritie~ are now determincd in the fir~[ in~tallce on [he
provincial level. An increase of revenuc :1110[ll1ent'i and rcpeal
of mandator) contributions by local lInits to the national
government Will place more resources at the dill~11 of the
local govcrnll1cntll.

We ha\e given them, for the first timc III hl'>lOr}. the prlO
cipal lllltlallVC III the development of their commUlllUe.,.

We ha\e marled out ceriam pllol prO\IlICCr" - at prellenl,
Davao del Norte, Laguna, f\'egros Occidental and "I arlac - to
\l.hich greater de\elopment effort!) \\111 be directed. The idea tS
to see \\ hat can be accomplished b) an Integrated and inlenSI\e
approach III a sfX."'Cifled area. and appl) the lessons learned to
other pro\ mcC'>.

Great as our gam."> ha\e been."e muld ha\c gone t\\ice as
fa.">t and t" ice as far if we did not ha ..eone foot manacled to lhe
debt.

Our extcrnal debt burden mu..t be dramatlc31J) reduced. On
this I belie\e all Filiplilos arc ullited. II ..hould be understood
that \\e cannot indefinite!} give more than -10 percellt of lhe
budget for total debt service. We e~lIm:He a net pa} ment to
credilOrs of around $12 billion over [he next five }ear."o. Thi:. i'j
intolerable for a country whose ba:.ic need~ arc a~ acule as ours.
1hope thai message is clearly heard.

Yel we understand [he realltie .. of Ixmer, the vulilerablliuc-,,>
of the underdeveloped. and the \\ays of HlIernmional finance.
Debtors with shorter tempers who had <,tormed Ollt of negotla
liom have been forced to return to the t..ble. their economJe..
having cracked under the pressure of i:.ol:ltion from the Interna­
tiona! system.

We must grow, }et maintam aece~ to the international
financial s}stem. We musl find W3}'S of fundlllg our gro\l.th
\\ithout bemg held hOStage 10 our debt. If"e are 10 mcct our
commitments to our credilO~. the bankers must first mcct our
financing needs.

Our debt strategy Will be rooted III the recent recognition of
industrial democracies that Ihe management of the debt crNS IS
tOO important to be left to banleT'i. AI the Toronto Summit.
the} singled out the Philippines as a countr} \l.llleh needed sup
port in it-"> debt reduction effOfl5. Japane-.c Prime Milliliter
Takellhlta and US President Reagan argued !>trongl} for the ex
tension of such <iupporl.

The world economy is held back by the debt thai cOUlllrie5
such as ours carry. In 1987 there was a negative outflow of $2.2
billion 10 our foreign creditors. I[ wa-,,> blood from [he veins of
our economy. and took a heavy toll illllli~scd output and 1051
employment. We need a transfusion [0 maintain our growth.

The international initiative for a con~rtjum of donor coun
tries to suppOrt Philippine de\'elopmem plans could give us that
transfUSion. I welcome the llUpport of world leaders for the
economic development assistance program for Ihe Philippines.
We see innovative and far-rcachmg debt reduction as a vital
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component of this inlernatlonal initiali\e.
Few countries. if an}', have hey.ed as faith full) to the condi·

tionalities of debl restructuring as the Philippincs ha:.. Our pea.
pic ha\e endured the mCbt rigorous aU<;leril~. yel recened no
better treatment than those of countries thai resisted. Yet. e\cn
as the realities of po\l.er force u'> 10 llCd a JUllt ~Iullon to Ihe
debt prohlem "Ithin the llltcrnatlonal financial <,y..tem. thO'lC
..:lme realities ma~ urge u~ ~meda) to find that :.olutlon
an~ where we can.

This has been a }earof action on the foreign poliC} front. In
addition to hosting both the ASEAN Summit and the Newly
Restored Democraeiell Conference. we ha\c made lltate ViSll.!'! to
China. Switlcrland. Italy and the Vatican. These trips have
been plITt of an active process of strengthening and extending
our international friendship.... Our foreign policy should pro·
1Il0tC our assets in a way that <,trengthens us politicall).
economicall}. and in terms of our !'>ecurit~. Through Ihe two
conferences held here. we furt hered our gaal of broadenl1lg our
friendships and making COllllllon cause with Ihose \\ ho :.harc
:.imilar circumstances 10 oursche:.. We are e\cn now engaged m
Ihe periochc revie\\ of one of our oldest foreign poliC} com
mitments. our hosting of the LS military facilities on Phillppllle
:.oil

rhis ma} be remembered all Ihe }ear the lll..urgcnq \\a<,
brolen. For the arm~-d lefl. It ha, been a ~ear of defeat<, and
retreat<,: a )car of propaganda b} terror rather than Ihe
strategIC initiali\e of \I. hlch it had boa..ll'd. The rejection 01 our
peace effons restored to go\ernment the moral baSI' for \\ar.

I wish \l.C (:ould ~tlil pUT">ue the path 01 peace. 'el ullilithe
NPA and their friends come to trll<,t their doctnne<,to Ihe hallOl
box rather than the armalite. gmcrnrnent ha.. no chOice ('(eepl
to defend our people \\ ith the gun.

I";\e members of the CPi> central committee ha~e been call
lured, eight regional leadeT!l. 19 .',[aff officers lllld .W7 l\PA
regul'lT5. More than 7.000 regulars and tens of thOll:.<llllh of
mass activillts and supponcrll Mlrrel1dered earlier 10 the Na
tiona I Reconciliation and Dcveloprnelll Program (N RDr) and
AFP sl~cial operations teams. About 2.000 of [he CPPtNPA
\l.cre killed in action over the last year.

To all of }ou in this Chamber tooa} who are here bccau\C
)Oll won at the ballot box. democraq i, beating bad the
challenge of the totalJlarian left. We are \\ lI1ning becau\C \\e
have given back to lhe people control of their liH's and faith In
the future. To that rene\l.ed hope y.e add thc fresh \ Igor of a
ne\\ arm) for democraq. Abo\c all. \I.e no" ha\e a future.

With the victories come responsJbllitic... The first is to leep
open the door of reconciliatIon. '1 hC!>C are our brothe~ and
sisters but 35 long as fratricide mmt be a nallonal polle}. thi.. na
IJon cannot be whole.

Thc second respon.">lhlllt) i~ to ell~ure all adequate IC\l~1 of
sccurlt) to our people. Thl<, meanll our Armed Force\ !TIu'>l be
,>uppkmented b} unarmed CIVIlian Volunteer Organll.3uons or
Bania} Ba}all and Armed Forces Geographical Units. Our ar·
OlICS cannot be cver} whcre :lnd he eXI~cted to aChle\C dcci<,,\'c
victoriell. Wc need civillan~ to as.',.:.t III defending their com
llJUn;tiell.

Yet they muSt do Ihis with lhe same respect for human live.-\
and di'\Ciplined remain[ we expect of our 'iOldiers in dealmg
with non·combatants. Let us not lo~ the moral edge in thi~

conflict.
This morning I il1~lructed the Chief of Staff [0 begin the

process of disbanding all so called vigilante groups in line with
thc constitutional injunction agalllst paramilitary groups.
Every measure mUSI be taken to protcct the people's security
against communist terrorism while the eva or Bantay·Ba}an
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and lhe CAFGU S)Slcms arc put in place.
Of equal irnlxmance as ~Curily against insurgent violence

is protection against common criminality. From armed robbery
(0 carnapping. our ciJizcns live in inlOJcrablc uncertainlY alx>ul
the safCly of their families ancl their properties. I expt:ct the
militan and police 10 arrest, not abel. this slide into criminal
anarchy laking place right under our noses. Targets will be set
and I shall relieve those who fail to meet our people'~ expecta·
tions of peace and order.

I am COI1!:>CiOlIS lha! history will judge lhe achievements of
this government and the usefulness of democracy not through
the narrow perspective of the bllSinc~ centers in Manila. but by
our success in making a better future for all Filipinos. [I is in the
rieJd!> and barrios. in the slums of our cities. that we will
ultinwtdy be judged. It is our duty as elected leaders of this na­
tion to describe a vision of the future that lifts up the live!> of
this. the great nl<l!>s of Filipinos: those whose voices arc not rais­
ed in busines~ council!>. social happening!>. and in the opinion
pagc!> of the newspapers.

For them we must build il future that is based not solely on
issues of foreign at't'airs or the volatllity of business confidence,
however important. What is the gO<Xl of international harmony
if it does not put food in the mouth!. of hungry children? Of
what value is a business confidence that i~ huilt on the !>llppres­
~ion of the legitimate aspirations of the fJOOr? Rather. we mmt
have an action agenda that meets their urgent needs in a simplc
and direct way.

That agenda i~ !>traighlforward:

• education

jobs

alleviation of povert)

* and an economy that can ~ll:-.tain the~c goals.
Ours is renowncd a~ the people-po\\ ered deIl1ocrac~. As we

mll~t live b) the decision~ of thc peoplc. we must en~ure Ihe
quality of tho~ dceision~. Provi~ion for education 111 the 1989
budgct is increased by more than a third - an e~sential inve'>t
ment III the future. Free high school educ<Hion led to a record
enrollment of 2.J million students. Yet. we have far from
achieved a universal education. Only 70 percent of our children
attend elementary school: of these. only 60 percent complctc it.
Unle~s we act decisively now. we face a fUlllrc of rampant rune
tiona I illiteracy. Then we shall have "People Without Power."

This is the real national emergency. for what i~ involved
here i" not undennili/ed manufacturing rapacity or imuffirient
incentive~ for the rich. but the very quality of the Filipino who
symboliLcs the great Asian miracle: a revolution without bloOO.
democratic restomtion without tear!>.

The second priority i~ job... For tbi~ we must accelerate
economic growth. We expcct GNP to gro\\ b~ 6.4 percent, and
inve~tmenb to pid up at a ~trollg rate. rhe induslial sector i~

lil..el~ to grow 9 percent thi~ year.
Cenlral to our ~trategy for Illlprovlllg rural incomes i~ the

Comprehen~J\e Agrarian Reform Program who~ highest aim.
Imu!>t ~trc~~ again, i~ not mere land distribution but higher pro
ductivlly from the land and a higher ~tal1dard of living for the
farming COlllll1unilie~ that are lhe badbone of Ollr nation.

I !>Igned into law the fruit of your long effort!>. the Com
prehen~lve Agrari;ll1 Reform Bill. rel"lecting your wide
knowledge and experience of conditions in the countryside.

We are increasmg the expenditure for infrastructure b) 50
percent. rnu~t of it to be IX)ured into the countryside. We expect
to uouble our ~pending on wiltcr ..upply. rl.~ billion has been
budgeted for "ChtXlI hOll~~.

By IlJn we IIltcnd thai:
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• three·fourths of lhe entire road network will be all·
weather compared to less than 50 percelH at the beginning of
this year.

• 92 percent of the rural population will have clean water
compared to 62 percent this year.

• there will be enough classrooms for all children of school
age.

• a multi purpose concrete road in each of the 46.00{)
barangays in the country. serving not only as a road but as a
grain·drying surface; a recreation area; as the first solid
evidcnce in these difficult·to·reach places that here finally is a
government truly their own.

Our fight agaiml poverty includes meeting ba~ic needs like
health care. We will intensify public health programs and
pursue the vilriOUS drug policies that will make essential drugs
more accessible and affordable.

We must achievc a viablc consen!.u~ on an authentic family
welfare program that is responsive bOih to the constitutional
mandate and the challenge of a growing population.

The provision of basic services al~ includes making tele
phonc~ available to all communities. For a COlHHr~ separaled
by geography but driven by market forces, the social and
economic COSt of poor communications is too high.

With yuur congrcssionallcadcrship I have agreed on certalll
legislative priorities th;ll reflect the national agenua I outllllcd
today.

On the economic frolll, we must provide long,delayed
incentives to the "ectors thai Iwve powered our recovery. par­
ticularly the small and medium enterprises.

On the peace and order front. the urgency of a natiorwl
civilian police force is obvious and is high on our agenda as
well. along wilh measures enhancing protection of human
rights. Our other priorities arc improved civil service cHcl.:
tiveness, education. populatiol1.loocial Justice. the environment.
the establishment or an independent central monetary authori
ty. and the ilosue of a mctrolx>litan commi!>.sion to assure basic
services in the hub of economic activity in our country: Metro
Manila.

A Illorc detailed list will be submitted. A COlllmon llgenda
~hould he easy to arrive at. What is lIlorC important is
implementation of policy. The time for planning i~ over: the
time for action i~ now. A lot ha!> been done but it ha~ barel}
~rlliched the surface of the pr()blem~.

At the end of the year in which the middle d;l"~ has become
better 01'1'. I nov. ~a~ thl... to my department head ..; Bring more
of the new prosperity to the cOmmon people. produce concrete
results on your deparune11l program... or you are out. (Ap
p{a/Jse) Ours was a revollltionJor all Filipinos. Our !X>Or have
waited long enough. No sluggard will be allowed to stall the
econlJmic ta~eofr.

Let me sum up.
It is liberty thm ha~ brought us progn.:..!>. I"rredulll tllllt has

generated growth. It is dell10cratic !>pace that ha" brought tIll:
insurgents dOwn. Blit there IS another "ide 10 freedom. where
abusc displaces rc!>ponsibility..

We have too often de~ended to mutual ;lbusc. \lbpicioll
and recrimination in our jXllilicallifc. Far from re"pecting each
other's po~ition!>. we have been quick to qllc~lion cach other's
motives. We <Ire lo~ing the trust that held u!> togethcr and gave
us the strength to prevail. We arc forgeltlllg that we !>LOod
together to win thiS freedom that is now tOO oftcn demeaned.
We mUM find agam that trust ,1110 that !>trength. for the ta5~ is
far from complete.

That tru"t comes from cxpecting tbe he!>t of each other. and
equally from giving our be~t. {llpplaw,t'J Across our country.
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millions of Filipinos are doing that everyday: giving the sweat
of their brows and the strength of their arm, above all their
ingenuity and energy, to make a bcHer future for us all. Those
who stand on the pinnacles of power should be shamed by the
more eames{ commitments of those who labor anonymously
below.

We complain of a lack of national purpose. but if we are big
enough in ourselves and in our dealings with each other. we will
rediscover it in ourselves and our countrymen.

It was a year when we faltered in this search; when losing
faith in ourselves we listened to others. whether to those who
say our nationalism is flawed or those who take it upon
themselves 10 instruct us that our future confidence a~ a nation
resls entirely on whether we do. or do not, keep the American
facilities after 1991.

Our nationalism should stand upon a larger ground than the
hectarage of the bases: it should turn on something higher than
the insults of short·time journalists.

Do nOi let anyone dictate to us where our national pride
should be. We know where i\ lies: In a sense of our past and a
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sense of our destiny: in the confidence of what we can make of
this nation when we are united again by trml,

We saw what can be. A vision was born in EDSA. A vision
of the future, of a people standing together. not just for four
days on a highway. but on and on as a nalion.

Nakita natin kung ana ang maaaring maganap. lsang
larawang diwa ang isinilang sa EDSA. [sang larawang diw3 ng
sambayanang nagkabuklud·buklod na nanindigan. hindi
lamang sa loob ng apat na araw sa isang karaniwang lansangan
... kundi isang bansa ... magpakailanman. Maraming ~lamal,

(Applause)

ADJOURNMENT OF JOINT SESSION

THE SENATE PRESIDENT. On the part of the Senate.
the joint session of Congress is adjourned.

THE SPEAKER. On the pan of the House. the joint ~~
sian is adjourned. (Applause)

II was 4:43 p.m.
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