
Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

TWENTIETH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session 

COMMITTEE REPORT NO. ____ 

Submitted by the Committee on Higher and Technical Education on _______ 

Re: House Bill No. 5019  

Recommending its approval without amendment 

Sponsor: Representative Jude A. Acidre  

Mr. Speaker: 

         The Committee on Higher and Technical Education to which was referred House Bill No. 
5019, introduced by Reps. Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez, Yedda Marie K. Romualdez, Andrew 
Julian K. Romualdez, and  Jude A. Acidre, entitled: 

“AN ACT 
ALLOWING THE APPOINTMENT OF FACULTY, RESEARCHERS, AND 
ADMINISTRATORS WITH DUAL CITIZENSHIP IN PUBLIC HIGHER 
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 
5 (3) OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9225, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
“CITIZENSHIP RETENTION AND RE-ACQUISITION ACT OF 2003” 

has considered the same and recommends that the attached House Bill No. 5019 be approved 
without amendment and with Representatives Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez, Yedda Marie K. 
Romualdez, Andrew Julian K. Romualdez, Jude A. Acidre, Roman T. Romulo, Antolin A. Oreta 
III,  Johanne Monich G. Bautista, Antonio L. Tinio, Patricia C. Calderon, Elijah Rumbaoa San 
Fernando, Walfredo “Arman” R.  Dimaguila, Jr., Kenneth T. Gatchalian, Jaime R. Fresnedi, Atty. 
Jennifer “Karen” A. Lagbas, Maria Cristina Talavera-Lopez,  Christopherson “Coco” M. Yap, De 
Carlo L. Uy, Felimon M. Espares, Edwin I. Cruzado, M.D., Florabel C. Yatco, King Collantes, 
Joseph “Jojo” L. Lara, Katrina Reiko Chua-Tai, Carl Nicolas C. Cari, Rebecca Maria A. Ynares, 
Mario “Kokoy” O. Salvador, Wilton “Tonton” T. Kho, and Anna York P. Bondoc, M.D.  as authors 
thereof. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

JUDE A. ACIDRE 
     Chairperson 

   Committee on Higher and Technical Education 
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Republic of the Philippines 

House of Representatives 
Quezon City, Metro Manila 

Twentieth Congress 
First Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. ______ 

Introduced by Representatives Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez, Yedda 
Marie K. Romualdez, Andrew Julian K. Romualdez and Jude A. Acidre 

AN ACT 
ALLOWING THE APPOINTMENT OF FACULTY, RESEARCHERS, AND 
ADMINISTRATORS WITH DUAL CITIZENSHIP IN PUBLIC HIGHER 
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 
SECTION 5 (3) OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9225, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE “CITIZENSHIP RETENTION AND RE-ACQUISITION ACT OF 2003” 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

For the longest time, it has been the country’s policy to require Filipino faculty 
at public higher education institutions (HEIs) to be natural-born citizens or, if they 
were dual citizens, to renounce their foreign citizenship before they could teach.  

Section 5 of Republic Act No. 9225 or the Citizenship Retention and Re-
Acquisition Act of 2003 provides for the civil and political rights, responsibilities 
and liabilities of persons who will retain or re-acquire Philippine citizenship. 
Further, sub-section (3) thereof provides that "Those appointed to any public office 
shall subscribe and swear to an oath of allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines 
and its duly constituted authorities prior to their assumption of office: Provided, 
That they renounce their oath of allegiance to the country where they took that oath." 

Recognizing the need for internationally competitive members of the academe 
in public HEIs, this bill seeks to amend the said provision to allow dual citizens to 
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work as faculty members without this requirement. This bill aims to accommodate 
qualified Filipino professionals with dual citizenship to be appointed as an 
administrator, faculty or researcher in our HEIs, either on a full time or part time 
basis. 

Through this bill, it is hoped that the State will be able to provide our public 
HEIs a wider elbow room to hire the individuals who possesses skills and 
qualifications needed for their institutions. 

This bill was originally filed by Representative Mark O. Go in the Nineteenth 
Congress, where it was approved on third and final reading by the House of 
Representatives. 

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought. 

FERDINAND MARTIN G. ROMUALDEZ YEDDA MARIE K. ROMUALDEZ 

ANDREW JULIAN K.  ROMUALDEZ JUDE A. ACIDRE 
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Republic of the Philippines 

House of Representatives 
Quezon City, Metro Manila 

Twentieth Congress 
First Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. ______ 

Introduced by Representatives Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez, Yedda 
Marie K. Romualdez, Andrew Julian K. Romualdez and Jude A. Acidre 

AN ACT 
ALLOWING THE APPOINTMENT OF FACULTY, RESEARCHERS, AND 
ADMINISTRATORS WITH DUAL CITIZENSHIP IN PUBLIC HIGHER 
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 
SECTION 5 (3) OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9225, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE “CITIZENSHIP RETENTION AND RE-ACQUISITION ACT OF 2003” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines 

in Congress assembled: 

SECTION 1. Section 5 (3) of Republic Act No. 9225, otherwise known as 

the “Citizenship Retention and Re-acquisition Act of 2003”, is hereby amended 

to read as follows: 

“SECTION 5. Civil and Political Rights and Liabilities. — Those who 

retain or re-acquire Philippine citizenship under this Act shall enjoy 

full civil and political rights and be subject to all attendant liabilities 
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and responsibilities under existing laws of the Philippines and the 

following conditions: 

                                                           xxx 

 (3) Those appointed to any public office shall subscribe and 

swear to an oath of allegiance to the Republic of the 

Philippines and its duly constituted authorities prior to 

their assumption of office: Provided, That, EXCEPT FOR 

THOSE APPOINTED AS FACULTY, RESEARCHERS, 

AND ADMINISTRATORS OF STATE UNIVERSITIES 

AND COLLEGES, LOCAL UNIVERSITIES AND 

COLLEGES, AND OTHER PUBLIC HIGHER 

EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, they renounce their oath 

of allegiance to the country where they took that oath;” 

                                         

SEC. 2.  If, for any reason, any provision of this Act is declared 

unconstitutional or invalid, the other provisions hereof, which are not affected 

thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect. 
 

SEC. 3. All laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations or parts thereof, which 

are inconsistent with or contrary to the provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed, 

amended or modified accordingly. 
 

SEC. 4.  This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in the 

Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation. 

 

Approved, 



                                                 FACT SHEET 
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Introduced by: REPRESENTATIVES FERDINAND MARTIN G. ROMUALDEZ, YEDDA 
MARIE K. ROMUALDEZ, ANDREW JULIAN K. ROMUALDEZ, JUDE A. ACIDRE, 
ROMAN T. ROMULO, ANTOLIN A. ORETA III, JOHANNE MONICH G. BAUTISTA, 
ANTONIO L. TINIO, PATRICIA C. CALDERON,  ELIJAH RUMBAOA SAN FERNANDO, 
WALFREDO “ARMAN” R. DIMAGUILA, JR., KENNETH T. GATCHALIAN, JAIME R. 
FRESNEDI, ATTY. JENNIFER “KAREN” A. LAGBAS, MARIA CRISTINA TALAVERA-
LOPEZ, CHRISTOPHERSON  “COCO” M. YAP,  DE CARLO L. UY, FELIMON M. 
ESPARES, EDWIN I. CRUZADO, M.D., FLORABEL C. YATCO, KING COLLANTES, 
JOSEPH “JOJO” L. LARA, KATRINA REIKO CHUA-TAI, CARL NICOLAS C. CARI, 
REBECCA MARIA A. YNARES, MARIO “KOKOY” O. SALVADOR, WILTON 
“TONTON” T. KHO, AND ANNA YORK P. BONDOC, M.D. 
 

   Committee Referral: COMMITTEE ON HIGHER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION   
  

  Committee Chairperson: REP. JUDE A. ACIDRE   
 

OBJECTIVES:   

 
 

• To address the need of public HEIs for qualified professionals and personnel to 
boost their capabilities and human resources, as well as the critical challenges in 
advancing excellent education, research, and innovation 

 

• To allow public HEIs to search for and hire the best applicants possessing the skills 
and qualifications needed to improve their global competitiveness and rankings  

 

• To develop research culture and productivity on a global scale and address skill 
gaps in certain disciplines towards national growth   

 

• To enrich the academic environment of public HEIs by bringing in diverse 
perspectives and experiences  

 
 
KEY PROVISION: 



 

• States that qualified Filipino professionals with dual citizenship can be appointed 
as administrator, faculty or researcher in public HEIs, which include state 
universities and colleges and local universities and colleges 

 

RELATED LAWS: 
 

• Republic  Act No.7722 (Higher Education Act of 1994) 
• Republic  Act No. 8292 (Higher Education Modernization Act of 1997) 
• Republic  Act No. 9225 (Citizenship Retention and Re-Acquisition Act of 2003) 

 
 




