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CALL TO ORDER

This being the day fixed in accordance with the Constitution for the beginning of
the First Regular Session of the Thirteenth Congress, the Secretary CGeneral of the
House of Representatives, the Honorable Roberto P. Nazareno, called the session to
order at ten o’ clock in the norning.

NATI ONAL ANTHEM AND PRAYER

Subsequently, the House Chorale | ed the singing of the National Anthem and
thereafter, Rep. Antonio V. Cuenco delivered the follow ng i nvocation

Al mighty and | oving Father, as we usher in the Thirteenth Congress, we cone to You
once again in prayer, with gratitude for the nonths that passed which bore w tness
to the enduring spirit of denmocracy. W thank You for inspiring us to uphold its
hal | owed institutions.

As we gat her here today, bearing the responsibility and the chall enge entrusted upon
us by the Filipino people, we beseech You to unite us with one mnd, one spirit and
one purpose. Stretch out Your hand, that we may strive to heal the wounds of

di vi siveness and |l et us seek unity founded on shared respect for denpcracy and on
the nobl e principle of serving the people. Let there be concord instead of discord
anong us.

Allow us to extend our hand of welconme to our new col |l eagues, that You |ead them
wi th the sanme di vine gui dance that You accorded us in the past. W call on You to
grant us the wi sdomand strength to fulfill the purpose for which You have
individually put us in different roles in this House. Inspire us to work each day,
filled with determnation to build a shelter strong enough to wthstand the
strongest storm

In this tinme of uncertainty, nuch depends on our comm tnent to change inequitable
structures of oppression. As we hold in our hands the |lives of each and every
Filipino here and overseas, we |ook to You for guidance on how best to serve them
and shield themfromthe perils of poverty and injustice.

In our vision to create a strong Republic, we entreat You to steer us in the right
direction that we may fulfill our promse to create equal opportunities for the
peopl e, provide for good health and education, and engender possibilities for growth
for all regions of our beloved nation. May we have enough resources to see these
aspirations to the end. If we, by any chance, falter in our resolve, stretch out
Your hand and deliver us fromdoubt and fear, and |l et us feel again the convictions
of our heart and soul, mnd and spirit.

We seek Your advice in nmaking life-altering decisions, that we put into service
nmeasures steeped in efficiency and righteousness. W ask You to bless our |eaders
with Divine wisdomto govern our country with laws that will usher in justice, peace
and prosperity.

Qur country today, dear Lord, faces many grave problens. W turn to You for
sal vati on.

But our salvation, Lord, will not be quick or easy, nor will it come wthout the
collective toils and strivings of this House working overtine as the representatives
of our troubled but unvanqui shed nation. W know that You will strengthen the
sinews of our determ nation and valor so that we can play our part in our
deliverance. You will prepare our hands for struggle, and clear our m nds of
confusion and fear. You will vitiate our hardships with Your graces, and w pe away



our tears with Your blessings. And the falling debris of our misfortunes will be
mtigated by the upswi ng of our common prayers.

Allow us then, O Lord, to proceed with our deliberations today, conscious of our
obligations to You, our people, our history and our country.

Mabuhay ang Pili pi nas!
Amen.

ROLL CALL

Thereafter, upon direction of the Presiding Oficer, Deputy Secretary Ceneral
Antonio A. Adasa Jr. called the Roll of Menbers elected fromthe |egislative
districts, apportioned anong the provinces and cities, and party |list organizations,
i n al phabetical order:

ABRA

Lone District

LU S P. BERSAM N JR

AGUSAN DEL NORTE (with the city of Butuan)
First District
LEOVI G LDO B. BANAAG

Second Distri ct

MA.  ANGELI CA RCSEDELL M ANANTE

AGUSAN DEL SUR
Lone District

RODOLFO “OVPONG' G PLAZA *

AKLAN
Lone District

FLORENCI O T. M RAFLORES

ALBAY (with the cities of Legaspi, Ligao and Tabaco)
First District
EDCEL C. LAGVAN
Second Distri ct
CARLOS R | MPERI AL
Third District

JOEY SARTE SALCEDA



ANTI POLO CI' TY
First District
RONALDO V. PUNO
Second Distri ct

VICTOR R SUMULONG
ANTI QUE

Lone District

EXEQUI EL B. JAVI ER

APAYAO
Lone District

ELIAS C. BULUT JR

AUROCRA
Lone District

JUAN EDGARDO M ANGARA

BACOLOD CI TY
Lone District

MONI CO O, PUENTEVELLA

BAGUI O I TY
Lone District

MAURI CI O G DOMOGAN

BASI LAN (with the city of |sabel a)
Lone District

CERRY A. SALAPUDDI N

BATAAN (with the city of Bal anga)
First District

ANTONI NO P. ROVAN
Second Distri ct

ALBERT S. GARCI A

BATANES



Lone District
HENEDI NA R ABAD
BATANGAS (with the cities of Batangas, Lipa and Tanauan)
First District
El LEEN ERM TA- BUHAI N *
Second Distri ct
HERM LANDO | . NMANDANAS
Third District
VI CTORI A HERNANDEZ REYES
Fourth District

OCSCAR L. GZOs

BENGUET
Lone District

SAMUEL M DANGMA *Ex

Bl LI RAN
Lone District
CGERARDO J. ESPI NA JR.
BOHOL (with the city of Tagbil aran)
First District
EDGAR M CHATTO
Second Distri ct
ROBERTO C. CAJES
Third District

ELADI O “BOY” JALA

BUKIDNON (with the cities of Ml aybal ay and Val enci a)
First District

J.R NEREUS O ACOSTA
Second Distri ct

TEOFI STO DL. GUI NGONA 111

Third D strict



JUAN M GUEL F. ZUBIRI

BULACAN (with the city of Meycauayan)
First District
W LHELM NO M SY- ALVARADO
Second Distri ct
PEDRO M PANCHO
Third District
LORNA C. SILVERI O
Fourth District

REYLI NA “NENENG’ G NI COLAS

CAGAYAN (with the city of Tuguegar ao)
First District

JACK ENRI LE
Second District

FLORENCI O L. VARGAS
Third D strict

MANUEL N. MAMBA

CAGAYAN DE ORO A TY
Lone District

CONSTANTI NO G JARAULA

CALOOCAN CI TY

First District
OSCAR G MALAPI TAN

Second Distri ct
LU S A ASISTIO *
CAVARI NES NORTE

Lone District

RENATO J. UNI CO JR

CAMARI NES SUR (with the cities of Naga and Iriga)



First District
ROLANDO G ANDAYA JR
Second Distri ct
LU S R VILLAFUERTE
Third District
ARNULFO P. FUENTEBELLA *okx
Fourth District

FELI X R ALFELCOR JR

CAM GUI N
Lone District

JURDIN JESUS M ROMUALDO

CAPlI Z (with Roxas City)
First District

RODRI GUEZ D. DADI VAS
Second Distri ct

FRED H CASTRO

CATANDUANES
Lone District

JOSEPH A. SANTI AGO

CAVITE (with the cities of Tagaytay, Cavite and Trece Martirez)
First District

JOSEPH EM LI O A. ABAYA
Second Distri ct

G LBERT C. REMULLA
Third District

JESUS CRISPIN C. REMJULLA

CEBU (with the cities of Danao, Lapu-Lapu, Mandaue, Tol edo & Tali say)
First District

EDUARDO R. GULLAS



Second District
SI MEON L. Kl NTANAR
Third D strict

ANTONI O P. YAPHA JR.
Fourth D strict

CLAVEL A. MARTI NEZ
Fifth District

JOSEPH “ACE” H. DURANO
Sixth District

NERI SSA CORAZON SOON- RUI Z

CEBU A TY
First District
RAUL V. DEL NMAR
Second Distri ct

ANTONI O V. CUENCO

COVPOSTELA VALLEY
First District

MANUEL “WAY KURAT” E. ZAMORA
Second Distri ct

PROSPERO S. ANVATONG

DAVAO CI TY
First District
PROSPERO C. NOGRALES
Second Distri ct
VI NCENT J. GARCI A
Third District
RUY ELIAS C. LOPEZ *
DAVAO DEL NORTE (with the cities Tagum Panabo and Is. Garden Gty of
Samal )
First District

ARREL R. OLANO

Second District



ANTONI O R FLAO RENDO JR.
DAVAO DEL SUR (with the city of Digos)
First District
DOUGLAS RA. CAGAS
Second Distri ct
CLAUDE P. BAUTI STA
DAVAO ORI ENTAL
First District
CORAZON N. MALANYAON
Second Distri ct

J. MAYO Z. ALMARI O

EASTERN SANVAR
Lone District

MARCELI NO C. LI BANAN

GUI MARAS
Lone District

EDGAR T. ESPI NOSA

| FUGAO
Lone District

SOLOMON R CHUNGALAO
| LOCOS NORTE (with the city of Laoag)

First District
ROQUE R. ABLAN JR
Second District

I MEE R MARCCS

I LOCOS SUR (with the cities of Vigan and Candon)
First District

SALACNI B F. BATERI NA
Second Distri ct

ERI C D. SI NGSON



ILOLO (with the City of Passi)

First District
JANETTE L. GARIN *

Second Distri ct
JUDY J. SYJUCO

Third District
ARTHUR D. DEFENSCR

Fourth District
FERJENEL GBI RON

Fifth District
ROLEX T. SUPLI CO
ILOLO ATY

Lone District

RAUL T. GONZALEZ JR

| SABELA (with the cities of Santiago and Cauayan)
First District

RODOLFO T. ALBANO 111
Second District

EDWN C. UY
Third District
FAUSTI NO “BQJIE” G DY 111
Fourth District

ANTHONY C. M RANDA

KALI NGA
Lone District

LAURENCE B. WACNANG

LAGUNA (with the cities of San Pabl o and Cal anba)
First District
ULIRAN T. JOAQUIN

Second District



JUSTIN MARC SB. CHI PECO
Third District

DANTON Q BUESER
Fourth District

BENJAM N C. AGARAO JR

LANAO DEL NORTE (with the City of 11ligan)
First District

ALIPI O “TI KBONG' V. BADELLES
Second Distri ct

ABDULLAH D. DI MAPCRO

LANAO DEL SUR (with the city of Maraw )
First District

FAYSAH MANI Rl - RACVAN DUVARPA
Second District

BENASI NG O. MACARAMBON JR.

LAS PI NAS CI TY
Lone District

CYNTHI A A, VI LLAR

LA UNION (with the city of San Fernando)
First District

MANUEL C. ORTEGA
Second Distri ct

TOVAS M DUWVPI T

LEYTE (with the cities of Tacl oban & O noc)
First District

REMEDI CS L. PETILLA
Second Distri ct

TRI NI DAD “EBBI E* G APOSTCOL

Third D strict



EDUARDO K. VELGOSO
Fourth District

EUFRCCI NO M CODI LLA JR
Fifth District

CARMEN L. CAR

MAGUI NDANAO (with the city of Cotabat o)
First District

BAlI SENDI G G DI LANGALEN
Second District

SI MEON A.  DATUVANONG

MAKATI C TY
First District
TEODORO L. LOCSIN JR
Second Distri ct

AGAPI TO A. AQUI NO

MALABON CI TY/ NAVOTAS
Lone District

FEDERI CO S. SANDOVAL 1| *

MANDALUYONG CI TY
Lone District

BENJAM N C. ABALGCS JR

MANI LA CI TY
First District
ERNESTO “BANZAI " N EVA
Second Distri ct
JAIME C. LOPEZ
Third District
M LES M ROCES *
Fourth District

RODOLFO C. BACANI *



Fifth District
JCEY D. H ZON

Sixth District
Bl ENVENI DO M ABANTE JR
MARI KINA CI TY

Lone District

DEL R DE GUZMAN

MARI NDUQUE
Lone District

EDMUND O. REYES

MASBATE (with the city of Masbate)
First District

NARCI SO R BRAVO JR
Second Distri ct

EM LI O R ESPI NCSA JR
Third District

Rl ZALI NA C. SEACHON- LANETE

M SAM S OCClI DENTAL (with the cities of Oroquieta, Ozam z and Tangub)
First District

ERNI E DULALAS CLARETE *Ex
Second Distri ct

HERM NNA M RAM RO

M SAM S ORIENTAL (with the city of G ngoog)
First District

DANI LO P. LAGBAS
Second Distri ct

AUGUSTO H BACULI O *

MOUNTAI N PROVI NCE

Lone District



VI CTOR S. DOM NGUEZ

MUNTI NLUPA CI TY
Lone District
RQZZANO RUFI NO B. Bl AZON
NEGROS OCCI DENTAL (with the cities of San Carlos, Cadiz, Bago, La Carlota, Silay,
Kabankal an, Sagay, Victorias, Escal ante, Sipalay and H mamayl an)
First District
TRANQUI LI NO B. CARMONA
Second Distri ct
ALFREDO D. MARANON I I |
Third District
JOSE CARLCS V. LACSON
Fourth District
CARLOS O CQJUANGCO *Ex
Fifth District
| GGY T. ARROYO
Sixth District

GENARO RAFAEL K. ALVAREZ 111

NEGROS ORI ENTAL (with the cities of Bais, Canlaon, Dumaguete, Bayawan and Tanj ay)
First District

JACI NTO V. PARAS
Second Distri ct

EMLIOC MCASII
Third District

HERM NI O G TEVES

NORTH COTABATO (with the city of Ki dapawan)
First District

EMWLOU J. TALI NO- SANTCS
Second Distri ct

GREGCORIO T. | PONG



NORTHERN SANMAR

First District
HARLI N CAST. ABAYON

Second Distri ct
ROMUALDO T. VI CENCI O
NUEVA ECIJA (with the cities of Cabanatuan,
Cty of Mifoz)

First District
JOSEFINA M JOSON

Second Distri ct
ELEUTERI O R VI OLAGO * Kk

Third District
AURELI O M UNALI

Fourth District

RODOLFO W ANTONI NO

NUEVA VI ZCAYA
Lone District
RODOLFO Q AGBAYAN
OCCl DENTAL M NDCRO
Lone District

MA. AMELI TA C. VI LLARCSA *

ORI ENTAL M NDORO (with the city of Cal apan)
First District

RODOLFO G VALENCI A
Second Distri ct

ALFONSO V. UMALI JR

PALAWAN (with the city of Puerto Princesa)
First District
ANTONI O C. ALVAREZ

Second District

Pal ayan,

San Jose,

Gapan and Sci ence



ABRAHAM KAHLI L B. M TRA

PAMPANGA (with the cities of Angeles & San Fernando)

First District
FRANCI S “BLUEBOY” L. NEPOMUCENO
Second Distri ct
JUAN M GUEL M ARROYO
Third District
DR REY B. AQUI NO
Fourth District

ANNA YORK P. BONDCC, M D.

PANGASI NAN (with the cities of Dagupan, San Carl os,
First District

ARTHUR F. CELESTE
Second District

AVADO T. ESPI NO JR
Third District
CGCENEROSO DC. TULAGAN
Fourth District
JOSE DE VENEC A JR
Fifth District
MARK O. CQJUANGCO
Sixth District

CONRADO M ESTRELLA 111

PARANAQUE CI TY
First District
EDUARDO C. ZI ALCI TA
Second Distri ct

RA LO GOLEZ

PASAY CI TY

Lone District

Urdaneta and Al am nos)



CONSUELO A. DY

PASIG CI TY
Lone District

ROBERT VI NCENT JUDE B. JAWORSKI

QUEZON (with the city of Lucena)
First District
RAFAEL P. NANTES
Second Distri ct
PROCESO J. ALCALA
Third District
DANI LO E. SUAREZ
Fourth District

LORENZO R. TANADA I 1|

QUEZON A TY
First District
VI NCENT P. CRI SOLOG0O
Second Distri ct
MARY ANN L. SUSANO
Third District
MATI AS V. DEFENSOR JR
Fourth District

NANETTE CASTELO DAZA

QUI RI NO
Lone District

JUNTE E. CUA

RIZAL (with the city of Antipol 0)
First District
M CHAEL JOHN “JACK" R DUAVIT

Second District



I SIDRO S. RODRI GUEZ JR

ROVBLON
Lone District

EDUARDO C. FI RVALO

VWESTERN SAMAR (with the city of Cal bayog)
First District

REYNALDO S. UY
Second Distri ct

CATALI NO V. FI GUERCA

SAN JOSE DEL MONTE

Lone District
EDUARDO V. ROQUERO, M D.
SAN JUAN

Lone District

RONALDO B. ZAMORA

SARANGANI
Lone District

ERWN L. CH ONGBI AN

SIQUIIOR
Lone District

ORLANDO A. FUA JR

SORSOEON (with the city of Sorsogon)
First District

FRANCI S G ESCUDERO
Second Distri ct

JOSE G SOLI'S

SQUTH COTABATO (with the cities of CGeneral Santos & Koronadal)

First District



DARLENE R ANTONI NO- CUSTCDI O
Second District

ARTHUR “DCDO’ Y. PINGOY JR, MD.

SQUTHERN LEYTE (with the city of Masin)
Lone District

ROGER G MERCADO

SULTAN KUDARAT (with the city of Tacurong)
Lone District

SUHARTO T. NMANGUDADATU

SULU
First District
HUSSIN U. AM N
Second Distri ct

MUNIR M ARBI SON

SURI GAO DEL NORTE (with the city of Surigao)
First District

GLENDA B. ECLEO *
Second Distri ct

ACE S. BARBERS

SURI GAO DEL SUR (with the city of Bislig)
First District

PROSPERO A. PI CHAY JR
Second Distri ct

PETER PAUL JED C. FALCON

TAGUI @ PATERCS
Lone District

ALAN PETER S. CAYETANO

TARLAC (with the city of Tarl ac)

First District



G LBERTO C. TEODORO JR. *x
Second Distri ct
BENIGNO S. AQUINO |11
Third District

JESLI A. LAPUS

TAW - TAW
Lone District

ANUAR J. ABUBAKAR

VALENZUELA CI TY
First District
JOSE EMVANUEL L. CARLOS
Second Distri ct

ANTONI O M SERAPI O

ZAMBALES (with the city of O ongapo)
First District

MA. M LAGRCS “M TOS” H MAGSAYSAY
Second Distri ct

ANTONIO M DI AZ

ZAMBOANGA CI TY
Lone District

ERI CO BASI LI O A. FABI AN

ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE (with the cities of Dapitan and Di pol og)
First District

CECILIA G JALOSJOS- CARREON
Second Distri ct

ROSELLER L. BARI NAGA
Third District

CESAR G JALOSJGS

ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR (with the city of Pagadi an)



First District
| SIDORO E. REAL JR
Second District

ANTONI O H. CERI LLES

ZAMBOANGA- SI BUGRAY
Lone District

BELMA A. CABI LAO

PARTY- LI ST

AKBAYAN! CI TI ZEN' S ACTI ON PARTY ( AKBAYAN)
MARI O JOYO AGUJA

ANA THERESA HONTI VERCS- BARAQUEL

LORETTA ANN P. ROSALES

ALAGAD

RODANTE D. MARCOLETA

ANG LABAN NG | NDI G NONG FI LI PI NO (ALI F)
ACVAD M TOVAW S

ANAK M NDANAO (AM N)
MUWIV S. HATAMAN * ok
ANAKPAW S

CRI SPIN B. BELTRAN
RAFAEL V. NMARI ANO
AN WARAY

FLORENCI O GABRI EL G NCEL

ASSCCI ATI ON OF PHI LI PPI NE ELECTRI C COOPERATI VES ( APEC)
ERNESTO DELA CRUZ PABLO

SUNNY ROSE A. MADAMBA

EDGAR L. VALDEZ

ALLI ANCE OF VOLUNTEER EDUCATCRS ( AVE)

EULOE O “ ANMANG' R MAGSAYSAY, PH. D

BAYAN MUNA



TEODORO A. CASI NO

SATUR C. OCAMPO

JOEL G VI RADOR

BUHAY HAYAAN YUMABONG ( BUHAY)

CHRI STIAN M  SENERES

RENE M VELARDE

BUTI L FARMERS PARTY (BUTI L)

BENJAM N A. CRUZ

Cl TI ZEN S BATTLE AGAI NST CORRUPTI ON ( Cl BAQ)

EMVANUEL JOEL J. VI LLANUEVA

COOPERATI VE NATCCO NETWORK PARTY ( COOP NATCCO)

QU LLERMO P. CUA

GABRI ELA WOVEN' S PARTY ( GABRI ELA)

LI ZA L. MAZA

PARTI DO NG MANGGAGAVA (PM

RENATO B. MAGTUBO

VETERANS FREEDOM PARTY ( VFP)
ERNESTO S. d DAYA

Wth 220 Menbers responding to the Call, the Presiding Oficer declared the presence
of a quorum

VWher eupon, for the purpose of orderly parlianentary proceedi ngs, the Presiding

O ficer thereafter designated Representative Prospero C. Nograles as the Acting
Maj ority Leader.

MOTI ON OF REP. NOGRALES

In accordance with the Order of Business, Rep. Nogral es noved for the election of
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives. There being no objection, the Body
approved the sane.

Ther eupon, Rep. Nogral es inforned the Body that nom nations for the position of the
Speaker of House of Representatives were now in order.

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Body recogni zed Rep. Juan M guel M
Arroyo for his nom nation speech.

NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. ARROYO (J.)

Rep. Arroyo stated that it was an honor to nom nate the nost worthy Menber of



Congress to | ead the Chanber in the Thirteenth Congress. He added that no other man
or woman possesses the tine-tested skills and wealth of experience of his nomnee in
bui | di ng consensus anong diverse groups and in achieving | egislative goals am dst

di straction.

If history is witten by |eaders, and not randomy dictated by events, Rep. Arroyo
expl ai ned that his esteemed nom nee | oons larger-than-life in the annals of
Congress. This, he stressed, because this colleague had | ed the House of
Representatives through three remarkable terns and through tinmes of nationa
prosperity and national crisis. Mreover, he said that his nom nee for Speaker has
the great vision of what the Thirteenth Congress can achi eve, as he recalled that
di stingui shed Filipinos, patriots and freedom | overs had | ed the House to em nence
t hrough various tinmes of the country's history.

Rep. Arroyo further stated that his nominee is a dreamer not only of great
infrastructure projects for the country, but also of political refornms -- of
strenghthening the political parties as a prelude to a shift to a parliamentary form
of governnent. More inportantly, he stated that his nom nee is a statesnman

unequal led in stature in Congress and has led 41 parlianents in Asia in seeking a
hundred years of peace for Asia and a no-nonsense canpai gn agai nst poverty and
terrorismin the region

Rep. Arroyo |ikew se explained that his esteenmed nom nee had worked hard for peace
wi th insurgent groups and had pushed for reformlegislation using his skills as a
vaunt ed coal ition-nmaker and consensus-builder. Further, this esteened coll eague, he
poi nted out, had hel ped bring about a stable majority in the House in each of his
three terns as Speaker, having forged the so-called "Rai nbow' and "Sunshi ne"
coalitions -- historic feats of political negotiating.

Ther eupon, Rep. Arroyo naintained that this esteened col | eague has mastery of the

| egi sl ative machi nery that had produced | andmark | aws to stinul ate econom ¢ grow h,
attract new investnments, and build new infrastructure at no cost to the government.
He pointed out that in his nomnee's first and second terns as Speaker, he had

hel ped turn power around a dormant econony and averted a crippling power crisis. He
further stated that his esteened nonm nee had stood by his decisions and lived by his
convictions as he recalled that in the i npeachnent case against the Chief Justice in
Cct ober and Novenber 2003, his esteened nom nee had risked his post in the process
of upholing the rule of law. Modreover, he said that his nom nee had averted a
constitutional crisis and kept the denocratic foundations of governnent intact.

VWher eupon, Rep. Arroyo underscored that these actuations are the hall marks of
courage and character, of a man truly worthy of being called the first anong equals.
He added that courage is what the country needs as it grapples with difficult
chal | enges clanoring for imediate attention

He stressed that the Menbers should steer the nation away from financial distress
and protect their conpatriots risking their lives abroad while keeping their allies
inawrldat war with terrorism

Rep. Arroyo further cited the need to reformthe country's system of governance by
rejecting waste, corruption and paralysis, based on the | essons they have | earned.
He al so said that they have to inprove investnent conditions nationwi de to create
jobs and fuel activity in vital industries.

VWher eupon, Rep. Arroyo maintained that the Administration needs a strong and
decisive |l eader in Congress to help turn all of its aspirations into reality. He
stated that no other man fits the nold better than the one who has | ed the House
t hrough three remarkable ternms, the last being the recently-concluded Twel fth
Congr ess.

In closing, Rep. Arroyo expressed his honor in nomnating Rep. Jose De Venecia Jr.
of the Fourth District of Pangasinan to be the Speaker of the Thirteenth Congress.



Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Chair recognized Rep. Iggy T. Arroyo to
second the nomi nation of Rep. De Veneci a.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON  REMARKS
OF REP. ARROYO (I.)

Rep. Arroyo seconded the notion of Rep. Arroyo (J.) and expressed his full support
to the nomi nation of Rep. De Venecia as Speaker of the House.

Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Chair recognized Rep. Sinmeon A
Dat umanong for his speech secondi ng the nom nation of Rep. De Venecia as Speaker of
t he House.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. DATUNMANONG

Initially, Rep. Datumanong mani fested his honor in expressing again his adnmration
for the man whose | eadership and political ingenuity has brought achi evenments not
only to the Congress of the Philippines, but to the governnment and country as a
whol e. He recalled that when he participated in the nomnation of Rep. De Venecia to
t he speakership of the Ninth Congress sone 12 years ago, he was inspired by the
latter's many achi evenents both governnent and in his private capacity. He said that
he knows Rep. De Venecia well because they were both Ten Qutstandi ng Young Men
(TOYM awardees in 1974, the latter in the field of business and he, in public

adm ni stration. He however disclosed that in reality, Rep. De Venecia was a very
successful businessman, a construction executive who ventured in the Mddl e East
when there was yet no diplomatic rel ations between the Philippines and sone of the
countries where his conpany operated. He clainmed that Rep. De Venecia's initiatives
were inmportant factors in the establishnent of diplomatic ties with nany M ddl e East
nations.

Rep. Datumanong mai ntai ned that Rep. De Venecia's | eadership of the Ninth Congress
and | ater, the Tenth Congress, produced for the country many significant measures

for econonmic recovery and for the political stability of the nation, including the
repeal of the Anti-Communi st Act and the granting of ammesty that facilitated the

return to government of many of those who opposed the adm nistration

As one of the Representatives of M ndanao, Rep. Datunmanong nani fested that he can
state, in behalf of the people of Mndanao, Christians and Muslins, and ot her
cultural comunities alike, that Rep. De Venecia has been so dedicated and conmtted
to the people of M ndanao. He reveal ed that the nomi nee is a devoted Christian and
Catholic, but he | ooks after the welfare of Muslim M ndanao and treats the Mislins
as his own brothers. He said that Rep. De Venecia took the lead role in forging
peace with the Moro National Liberation Front in 1992 and with the Mo Islamc

Li beration Front in 1998. He added that Rep. De Venecia was the first and hi ghest
political |eader to visit Canp Abubakar in the nountains of Central M ndanao, thus
bringi ng peace and economic initiatives that would benefit both Mislinms and
Christians. He regarded Rep. De Venecia as one of the shining hopes of M ndanao,
addi ng that the M ndanaoans | ook up to himfor the realization of their dreamto see
M ndanao truly graduate froma land of promse to a land of fulfillnent.

Furthernore, Rep. Datumanong recalled that during the Twel fth Congress, Rep. De
Veneci a exhibited his statesmanship as exenplified during the crisis brought about
by the proposed i nmpeachnent of Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. He pointed out that
Rep. De Venecia made a big decision, guided only by his conscience and the nationa

i nterest, in upholding the decision of a coequal body of government. |In doing so, he
continued, Rep. De Venecia was able to convince differents parties to transcend
their political issues and interest, and thereby concentrate on preserving the

nati onal order.

For the foregoing reasons and nore, Rep. Datumanong expressed his honor in seconding
the nom nation of Rep. De Venecia to be the Speaker of the House in the Thirteenth
Congr ess.



VWher eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Chair recognized Rep. Constantino G
Jaraul a for his speech secondi ng the nominati on of Rep. De Veneci a.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. JARAULA

At the outset, Rep. Jaraula said that in this highly professionalized real mof
government and politics, the Menbers are privileged to have a dom nant personality,
di stingui shed by sterling qualities, a consummate politician, brilliant, conpetent,
dedi cated and idealistic -- an idealismthat is tenpered by practicality and ideas
that nostly are ahead of his times. He maintained that the nom nee is a thinker and
vi sionary who digs deep into the hearts and m nds of his countrynmen and comes up

wi th envi abl e prograns for governnment and society |eading towards peace and
prosperity. He clainmed that Rep. De Venecia can very well serve as the brains of any
admi ni stration.

He pointed out that Rep. De Venecia is a keen student of history and world affairs,
who can dish out facts, events and perspectives as easily and readily as he can
recite the major achievements of the Ninth, Tenth and Twel fth Congresses which he
presi ded as Speaker. He regarded the nonmi nee as a di pl omat par excellance, who has
graciously travel ed the avenues of international diplonacy, as much as he has
travel ed the avenues of Metro Manila and the 7,100 islands of the archipel ago. He
said that Rep. De Venecia is widely known and regarded by foreign di pl omats and
worl d | eaders.

Mor eover, Rep. Jaraula stated that Rep. De Venecia is a | eader of nen, brave and
conpassi onate, patient and persevering, who can snile in the face of adversity, form
grand coalitions of parties and nmen, strike an effective conprom se, and still exude
hum lity in victory.

Rep. Jaraul a then took pride in seconding the nom nation of Rep. De Venecia to an
unprecedented fourth termas Speaker of the House.

On notion of Rep. Nograles, the Chair recogni zed Rep. Conrado M Estrella Il for
hi s secondi ng nom nati on speech

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. ESTRELLA

Rep. Estrella expressed his honor and privilege to stand before his coll eagues to
nom nate as Speaker of the House the man who has ably steered the Chanber during his
previous three terns in the same position, even am dst turbulent tinmes. He expl ai ned
that he was secondi ng the nom nati on not because they are provi ncemates but sinmply
out of his firmconviction that Rep. De Venecia is the man best suited for the job.

To the Menbers who have been reelected, he said that it would not be easy to forget
that it is because of Rep. De Venecia's statesmanship that many | andmark reform

| aws, which are presently reshaping the country's econony, politics and the whol e
nati on as well, have been passed. He then cited exanples of these successfu
econom ¢ and social legislative initiates.

Rep. Estrella maintained that aside from Rep. De Venecia' s substantial contribution
inthe legislative arena, the latter's expertise in consensus building gave birth to
the "Rai nbow," and | ater "Sunshine Coalitions,” a congloneration of various

| awmakers with different political persuasions which ensured the passage of other
equal ly inportant |aws. He said that this man's diplomatic skills had a profound
effect on the gains that they have attai ned through the years on the matter of
bringi ng peace to the country. He stressed that never before is the House of
Representatives faced with the challenge of playing a vital role in the devel opnent
of the country by passing nmeaningful legislation that will hasten econom c recovery.

Rep. Estrella opined that now that the country is facing the possibility of having a



full-blown fiscal crisis, they need a man who is not only equi pped with experience
but also with an endl ess reserve of patience to deal with the nultifarious problens
besetting the country. He stated that they need a man with a vision in view of the
steady rise of the public sector debt and public sector deficits. He regarded Rep

De Veneci a's doubl e-barrel ed proposal to raise public revenue through revenue reform
initiatives in the House and to initiate legislation that will encourage the
creation of new wealth, as the nost viable solution to the problem Wth the

seem ngly endl ess bickering in their mdst, he underscored that they need a man who
has the experience in conflict nmanagenment and consensus buil di ng.

In view of the foregoing reasons, Rep. Estrella seconded the nom nation of Rep. De
Venecia to the position of Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Thereafter, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Chair recognized Rep. Junnie E. Cua to
second the nomi nation of Rep. De Veneci a.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. CUA

In secondi ng the nonmi nation of Rep. De Venecia as Speaker of the House, Rep. Cua
said that his coll eagues have expl ai ned convincingly that the Filipinos need the
fornmer to lead the Thirteenth Congress. He pointed out that Rep. De Venecia's

pi oneering vision and unifying | eadership has made the House a renowned institution
He stated that the House of Representatives under Rep. De Venecia's |eadership can
be likened to a well-oiled machine or a tirel ess workhorse, surpassing all previous
Congresses in the nunber of bills passed based on easily verifiable statistics.

More inmportantly, Rep. Cua added, the House exceeded all expectations under Rep. De
Veneci a's watch, enacting nuch needed refornms in economc and politica
infrastructure that many thought could never be passed. Wth Rep. De Venecia's

| eadershi p, he said that the House was able to reach out to their countrynmen because
under his direction, the House had made a strong and deliberate effort to touch the
lives of every Filipino, both here and abroad, through outstanding public relations,
educating and informng the people on the work that they do in the House.

Rep. Cua also stated that the House was a bulwark of stability under Rep. De

Veneci a's watch, weathering political storns and thwarting enem es of the
Constitution in their vain attenpts to destabilize the nation's denocracy. He
believed that it was Rep. De Venecia's statesmanship and vast political experience
in dealing with the intricacies of the branches of governnent that averted a serious
constitutional crisis fromtaking place.

Rep. Cua then seconded the nom nation of Rep. De Venecia to the speakership of the
House because of the latter's innate wi sdom and unparall el ed work ethic, inspiring
| eadershi p and weal th of experience.

On notion of Rep. Nograles, the Chair recogni zed Rep. Raul V. Del Mar for his
secondi ng nom nati on speech

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. DEL MAR

Initially, Rep. Del Mar said that nore than anything else, the times call for a

| eader who can nake today better than yesterday and tonorrow better than yesterday.
He said that this man nmust have conpetence, courage and conviction; a |eader with a
positive way of thinking, conbining dynami smand flexibility.

These qualities, he averred, are found in the person of the gentleman fromthe
Fourth District of Pangasi nan. He said that consensus building which is a tribute to
this man is now an accepted inperative of positive government and coalition naking,
committing people representing different interests and ideas to a commopn purpose --
t he best argunment for denocracy. He said that the man knew only too well that
running a |l egislative assenbly, a gathering of brilliant and practical mnds, is not



done by ideal policies and prescriptions but dictated by practical needs and popul ar
aspirations. Mreover, he said that this man knows how to "separate clouds from
silver linings,” how to bal ance benefits and burdens and knows that |eadership in
the face of articulate mnds and conpeting ideas is largely an exercise in

per suasi on and projection of authority.

Rep. Del Mar said that there is therefore little wonder why this would now be his
fourth termas Speaker of the House of Representatives, which makes himthe | ongest
servi ng Speaker since the First Congress in 1946.

Rep. Del Mar noted that sone say that this man is easily given to "squandering
superl atives,” a |l eader so incapable of understatenents, an expert in "all devices
of ego nourishnent." He however stressed that those who say this, not even with

di sdain, were "voices fromthe fringe." To nany of the Menmbers within and beyond the
Assenbly, he said that this is but one of his ways of expressing optim sm about mnen
and events. He however pointed out that the man has sonething that stirs people and
rivets their attention and when he addresses doubts and m sconceptions, he speaks
with firmess and authority agai nst el enents who do not nmean well and can be
fiercely conbative. He pointed out that if this man expresses a national need,
people listen; if he says Congress is in trouble, legislators run to his side and if
he presents a legislative programand explains it, he always prevails.

Rep. Del Mar said that the Cebuanos fondly recall the historic nmonent when this man

took themthrough the turmoil in the inpeachnment case agai nst their brother Cebuano
-- Suprenme Court Chief Justice Davide -- when he stood his ground, putting his
political life on the line. He recalled that this man had ordered with ful
conviction that the decision of the Suprene Court must prevail, killing the

i npeachnent nove. He underscored that it was a sense of purpose nost inspiring,
toughness at its best, politics with principle at its finest.

VWher eupon, Rep. Del Mar pointed out that in these difficult times -- emerging from
an electoral battle well-fought -- the man stands firmin the "whirlw nd of change”
of which policies and politics are nade up. He said that this man now has the
deepest trust and confidence of the Executive because he had hel ped sustain its

| eadership and pronote its prograns of government. He said that the man has now the
hi ghest respect of the Judiciary because he had fought for its i ndependence and
integrity. Moreover, he said that the man has now t he acknow edged i npri matur of
civil society in pursuing prograns of devel opment. Indeed, he pointed out that there
is no pride to match that of having a Speaker held in high esteem by governnent and
society. Wth his | eadership, he said that the Menbers | ook forward with certainty
and confidence to the future of the institution

On behal f of his colleagues fromthe Visayas, Rep. Del Mar said that he was
privileged to second the nomination of Rep. Jose De Venecia Jr. as Speaker of the
House.

Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Presiding Oficer recogni zed Rep. Edgar
L. Valdez to second the nom nation of Rep. De Veneci a.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON
SPEECH OF REP. VALDEZ

Initially, Rep. Valdez said that to be chosen anobng the Party-List Representatives
to second the nom nation of this statesman par excellence was indeed a rare
privilege and honor bestowed on him

Rep. Val dez said that he has found in this man a | eader, a brother, and a father of
all the Party-List Menbers in Congress. Mreover, he said that this man has
protected the interests not only of their constituencies but also of the rights of
the Party-List Menbers to have equal and genuine representation in the halls of
Congress. Despite the problens that beset the Party-List groups, he pointed out that
this man wel coned themas a brother and a father. He said that he had seen in this
man the realization of the hopes and aspirations of 12.6 million marginalized and
underrepresented sectors, including the rural poor in the countryside.



Rep. Val dez said that he was honored and privileged to second the nom nation of Rep
Jose De Venecia Jr. as Speaker of the Thirteenth Congress.

VWher eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, Rep. Anthony C. Mranda was recognized to
second the nomi nation of Rep. De Veneci a.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON
SPEECH OF REP. M RANDA

At the outset, Rep. Mranda said that his nenbership in the august Body was through
the Lord's intercession, with blessings not given to everybody, that will equip one
dedi cated public servant with the authority he needs to enable himto be directly

i nvolved in the | egislation of neasures towards soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent and

nati on buil di ng.

VWher eupon, Rep. Mranda averred that it is an opportune tine to oversee nationa
pl ans and prograns inplemented by national and | ocal governnent agencies in his
district.

Rep. Mranda said that Speaker De Venecia neets |ocal needs and preferences in
accordance with the 10-point program of President G oria Macapagal - Arroyo

The issue at hand, he said, is the |eadership in the House. He then cited that
Speaker De Venecia's 747 econom c takeoff programtowards sustai ned growth was
designed to generate a seven-percent growh for seven years. He however explai ned
that it was not a pronotion of the herbal concoction of "pito-pito", but simlarly,
if the latter cures physical illnesses, the forner is a nmedication of a sick

Phi | i ppi nes. He added that the 747 programwhich is attuned with the 10-poi nt agenda
of President Macapagal - Arroyo, shall sumup into a 757, the fastest airbus the
Filipinos could ride towards grow h and devel opnent.

Rep. Mranda noted that these past few days, many words have been said-- sone were
hurtful -- but public servants should not be affected by such because those were just
consequences of a stable denocracy. |In behalf of KAMPI, he said that he is honored
to second the nom nation of Honorable De Venecia, the better of the best Speakers

t he Congress has ever had, to be the Speaker of the Thirteenth Congress.

At this juncture, on notion of Rep. Nograles, Rep. Alan Peter S. Cayetano was
recogni zed for his nom nation speech

NOM NATI ON SPEECH
OF REP. CAYETANO

At the outset, Rep. Cayetano thanked God for the opportunity to represent the Lone
District of Tagui g/ Pateros and to serve the Filipino people for the third tinme. He
said that he praises God that for every great problem there is a solution; in every
chal | enge, there is hope to overcone; and for great challenges and probl ens, there
is a need for great |eaders in the person of President Macapagal -Arroyo, in the
Executive Department, and a great Chief Justice Davide for the Judicial Branch of
governnment. He added that a Speaker of the House of the Filipino people is thus
needed.

Rep. Cayetano said that the people need a Speaker, who, while being a peacenaker and
a synbol of unity, will declare war on poverty, illiteracy, injustice and all forns
of human sufferings, and should also be a pillar of noral regeneration in the
country.

The question, Rep. Cayetano said, is how much the Menbers are willing to give up and
how much they are willing to sacrifice to elect that kind of a Speaker

Rep. Cayetano noted that in his first termas Congressman, he had been told to
respect the seniority and traditions in the House. In his second term he said that



t he Menbers had been given a chance at | eadership positions while during his third
term-- third termers were expected to be on the top of the food chain and the one
to take advantage for their constituents or for the country of the systemthat was
put in place in the past.

Rep. Cayetano however inquired when the time for reformis and the tinme to listen to
t he people to have a House that they can be truly proud of, a House of
Representatives that the public will |ove. Speaking in Filipino, he expressed wonder
why peopl e around the world | ove their Congressnen but hate Congress. He then
recalled a joke fromone of his constituents regardi ng the highly-publicized

host age-taki ng of M. Angelo dela Cruz, as follows: the hostage takers had taken
host age all Congressnen and had demanded P10 billion ransom fromthe President. The
Presi dent asked the hostage-taker what he would do if ransomw Il not be paid. The
host age-taker replied that they will release themone by one. He noted that the
listeners |aughed at this joke while he did not, because he was a menber of the

El eventh, Twelth and now Thirteenth Congresses. He said that if he was already

pai ned by the | awer-jokes in the country and around the world, the Menbers do not
deserve to take these jokes about Congress. He opined that the Menbers are in a
position to do sonething about this. He said that the question, especially for the
third-ternmers, is whether they are willing to give up these perks-- the chairmanship
positions --that were promised to themin order to have a Speaker whose "Yes" is a
"Yes" and "No" is a "No.” A Speaker, who in the truest sense of the word, is the
first among equals. He asked the Menbers whether they feel that they are all equa
in the Chanber, and whether their districts are being treated equally. He disclosed
that some were telling himto be practical and realistic.

VWher eupon, Rep. Cayetano read a passage by former US President Richard N xon who
said that "lIdealismw thout realismis inpotent. Realismw thout idealismis
imoral." He said that there are many progressive mnds and hearts in Congress,

whet her they are Representatives of the districts or fromthe Party-List. He asked
when the Menbers will have the opportunity to elect a Speaker who will represent the
Menbers' true sentinments. He said that the opportunity is now before the time comes
that they will have to regret their decision

VWher eupon, Rep. Cayetano appealed to the Menbers to nake a stand and sacrifice for
change. Al though the Menmbers support the President and want her to succeed because
her success is the success of every Filipino, he pointed out that the Menbers cannot
criticize the Executive and the Judicial branches and ask themto reformunless they
t hensel ves start reformng in their own backyard. He maintained that there are many
wonder ful ideas as far as congressional reforns are concerned but it has not been

i npl enented or nade its way in the Rules. He expressed hope that no matter who w ns
as Speaker, congressional reforms would be forenmost in his |ist.

In ending his speech, Rep. Cayetano said that Congress needs a man of persona
integrity, a man of respect, a man who can take on the job. As such, he nom nated
for the whole three years without termor tinme-sharing, Rep. Francis G Escudero as
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Thirteenth Congress.

VWher eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, Rep. Emmanuel Joel J. Villanueva was
recogni zed to second the nom nation

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON
SPEECH OF REP. VI LLANUEVA

Rep. Villanueva stated that as nom nee of the Party-List Citizen's Battle Agai nst
Corruption (CIBAC), he was expected to banner the party's principle and echo its
shi bbol eths of truth, justice and righteousness. He said that this expectation has
proven not to be hard to fulfill since these principles were no different fromhis
own.

Rep. Villanueva however pointed out that there were a nunber of times when details
woul d get in the way and his personal opinions would have to be sidelined in lieu of
the party's official stand on certain issues.



However, Rep. Villanueva said that as he stands before the Body to nominate the
Speaker of the House, such disagreenent finds no space.

Rep. Villanueva said that the Party-List CIBACis for truth and there can be no
truer person than the one who he will nom nate. He stressed that CIBAC is for
dynam c | eadership and no one woul d doubt the dynam sm of youth that his non nee
woul d infuse into the Body. He maintained that CIBAC is for justice and

ri ght eousness and his nomnee's record of fighting for justice and ri ghteousness,
despite the perils it brings, is of no question. He underscored that CIBAC is for
meani ngful reform and honogeneity often brings with it stagnati on and eventual ly
decay. He said that the House of Representatives is not exenpt fromsuch reality.

Rep. Villanueva underscored that real change is needed in the House and that the
Menbers need to explore new paths that can be opened up only by a new | eader shi p.
He added that they need to infuse new blood to the | eadership of the House or they
m ght stagnate or deconpose

Rep. Villanueva said that no other person is nore fit for the job than the one he
will nominate. He then seconded the notion to nom nate Rep. Escudero as Speaker of
t he House.

At this juncture, on notion of Rep. Nograles, Rep. Agapito A Aquino was recognized
for his nom nati on speech.

NOM NATI ON' SPEECH
OF REP. AQUINO (A.)

Rep. Aquino said that he is nomnating a man who is not only qualified to be the
Speaker of the House but probably nore qualified to be the Mnority Leader. Having
been with the Cpposition for the last three years, he said that the man's

intell ectual capacity is beyond doubt or debate.

VWher eupon, Rep. Aquino cited his nom nee's acconplishnents as follows: he graduated
magna cum | aude in Political Science; magna cumlaude in Law in the University of
the Philippines; a valedictorian of his |aw class; and first place in the 1969 bar
exam nations, besting about 5,000 exam nees on that year. He was an Assenblyman in
t he 1978 Bat asang Panbansa.

He added that after the EDSA Revol ution, this man was elected to the Eighth, N nth
and Tenth Congresses, and that after taking a breather, was reelected again as a
Menber of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Congresses. H's nominee had |ikew se served as
Executive Secretary during the Estrada Adm nistration, he said, although he left his
post two weeks before President Estrada was renmoved from office.

Rep. Aquino further said that his nom nee was the Majority Leader in the Ei ghth and
Ni nt h Congresses, and was the Mnority Leader in the Tenth Congress. Thus, he said
that his nom nee’s experience in the debates and in floor stewardship was w thout
equal in recent legislative history.

Ther eupon, Rep. Aquino pointed out that he was referring to none other than Rep
Ronal do B. Zanora of San Juan, Metro Manila, who is a nman with a big heart and w de
experi ence and who covers a |l ot of ground.

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Presiding Oficer recognized Rep
Rolex T. Suplico to second the nom nation

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON
speech oF REP. SUPLI CO

Rep. Suplico expressed honor in seconding the nomnation of Rep. Zanora to the
position of Speaker of the House. He then stated for the record that he was not
entertaining any thought that Rep. Zanora will be the next Speaker, even as he
mai ntai ned that the |latter should be the next Mnority Leader. This should be, he
said, because in a field with three declared candi dates, Rep. Zanora is the only



true- bl ooded Opposition candidate for the position of Mnority Leader. He stressed
that at this critical period in the nation’s history, the House needs a Mnority
Leader who is independent, experienced, vocal, intelligent and fearless. For these
reasons, Rep. Suplico reiterated his honor in seconding the nom nation of Rep.
Zanora for the position of Speaker as he expressed hope that the latter should be
the next Mnority Leader of the House.

Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Presiding Oficer recogni zed Rep. Juan
Edgardo M Angara to nom nate another candi date for Speaker.

NOM NATI ON SPEECH OF REP. ANGARA

Rep. Angara nominated Rep. Jacinto V. Paras of the First District of Negros Oiental
for the position of Speaker of the Thirteenth Congress. He clained that Rep. Paras
has shown hinself to be a man of | eadership and of conpetence, especially during the
| ast Congress when he chaired the Conmttee on Transportati on and Conmuni cations. In
the short time that he has known Rep. Paras, he said that the latter had shown

consi derabl e | eadership skills. Thus, he expressed belief that Rep. Paras will be
able to work with all the Menbers in pursuing the reform agenda of the Speaker of

t he House.

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Presiding
O ficer recogni zed Rep. Joey D. Hizon to second the nomni nation.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON
REMARKs OF REP. H ZON

Rep. Hi zon seconded the noni nation of Rep. Paras.

SECONDI NG NOM NATI ON
remar ks OF REP. FABI AN

Upon recognition by the Presiding Ofcier, Rep. Erico Basilio A Fabian stated that
he wi shed to take the opportunity to be part of the nonentous activity in the
Thirteenth Congress to second the nomination of Rep. Paras to the position of
Speaker of the House.

TERM NATI ON OF THE
PERI OD FOR NOM NATI ONS

Thereafter, there being no other nonminations for the position of Speaker of the
House, and there being no objection, the Presiding Oficer notu proprio closed the
peri od of nom nations.

PARLI AMENTARY | NQUI RY
OF REP. GQZCS

Rep. Gscar L. Gozos then inquired on the total nenbership of the House and how many
Menbers constitute a majority.

The Chair replied that at present, there are 236 Menbers of the House and that 119
Menbers constitute a majority.

NOM NAL VOTI NG ON THE NOM NEES
FOR SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

VWher eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Presiding
Oficer directed the Deputy Secretary CGeneral for Qperations to call the Roll for
nom nal voting for the Speaker of the House and requested each Menber to clearly
state the name of the candidate he or she will vote for.

REMARKS OF REP. LAGVAN



Upon recognition by the Presiding Oficer, Rep. Lagman made a clarification for the
Journal of the proceedings. He said that by force of habit, and inclination and
previous political affinity, his statement “This time, | support the Opposition,”
should read “This time, | support the Majority.”

RESULT OF THE VOTI NG

The result of the voting was as foll ows:

For Rep. De Veneci a:

Abad Bueser

Abal os Bul ut

Abaya Cabil ao

Abant e Cagas

Abayon Caj es

Abl an Cari

Anuar Carl os

Acost a Car nona

Aguj a Casi fio

Al bano Cast el 0- Daza
Al cal a Castro

Al felor Cel este

Al mario Cerilles
Alvarez (A) Chatto
Alvarez (G) Chi ongbi an
Amant e Chungal ao
Amat ong Codill a

Ami n Coj uangco (M)
Andaya Cua (G)
Antonino (R) Cua (J.)
Apost ol Cuenco

Aqui no (B.) Dadivas

Aqui no (J.) Datunanong
Ar bi son De Guzman
Arroyo (I1.) Defensor (A)
Arroyo (J.) Defensor (M)

Bacani Del MNar
Bacul i o Di az

Badel | es Di mapor o
Banaag Dom nguez
Bar ber s Donbgan
Bar i naga Duavi t

Bat eri na Dunmar pa
Bauti st a Dunpi t

Bel tran Dur ano
Ber sani n Dy (C.)

Bi azon Dy (F.)

Bi ron Ecl eo

Bondoc Erm t a- Buhain

Bravo Espi no

Espi nosa (Edgar) Pancho
Espi nosa (Emlio) Petilla
Estrella Pi ngoy

Fal con Puent evel | a

Fl oi rendo Puno

Fua Rami r o

Garcia (A ) Real

Garcia (V.) Remulla (G)
G daya Remul la (J.C.)
ol ez Reyes (E.)

Gonzal ez Reyes (V.)
Gozos Roces



@il | as Rodri guez

Hont i ver os- Bar aquel Roman
| mperi al Ronual do

| pong Roquero

Jala Rosal es

Jal osj os Sal apuddi n
Jal osj os-Carreon Sal ceda
Jaraul a Sandoval

Jawor ski Santi ago

Javi er Seachon- Lanet e
Joaqui n Sefier es

Joson Silverio

Ki nt anar Si ngson
Lacson Solis

Lagman Soon- Rui z
Lapus Suarez

Li banan Sumul ong
Locsin Susano

Lopez (J.) Sy-Alvarado
Macar anmbon  Syj uco

Maci as Tal i fio- Sant os
Magsaysay (E.) Tafiada
Magsaysay (M) Teves
Mal anyaon Tomawi s

Manba Tul agan

Mandanas Ural i (Al fonso)
Mangudadat u Umal i (Aureli o)
Mar afion Uni co

Mar col et a W (E.)

Mar i ano W (R)

Marti nez Val dez
Maza Val enci a

Mer cado Var gas
Mraflores Vel arde

M r anda Vel oso

Nant es Vi cenci o
Nepormuceno Vill afuerte
Ni col as Villar

Ni eva Vill arosa

Nogr al es Vi r ador
Ccanpo Wacnang

d afio Yapha

Otega Zamora (M)
Pablo Zialcita

Zubi ri

For Rep. Escudero:

Ant oni no- Cust udi o Mal api t an

Asi stio Mar cos
Cayet ano Pl aza

Cri sol ogo Santi ago
Firmal o Ser api o
Qui ngona Vil | anueva
Lopez (R E.)

For Rep. Paras:

Agbayani Espi na
Angar a Fabi an
Chi peco H zon

Enrile Lagbas



For Rep. Zanora:

Aqui no (A.) Magtubo
Di | angal en Noel

Fi guer oa Suplico
Grin

Abst enti ons:

Agar ao Mtra
De Venecia Paras
Escuder o Zanmora (R.)

Wth 193 Menbers voting for Rep. De Venecia, 13 voting for Rep. Escudero, eight
voting for Rep. Paras, seven voting for Rep. Zanora and si x abstaining, the
Presiding O ficer declared Rep. De Venecia of the Fourth District of Pangasi nan as
t he dul y-el ected Speaker of the House.

MOTI ON OF REP. NOGRALES

Upon recognition by the Presiding Oficer, Rep. Nogral es noved that the Body
constitute a conmittee conposed of the following Menbers to notify Rep. De Venecia
of his election as Speaker of the House of Representatives and to escort the
Speaker-elect to the rostrumfor his oath-taking: Reps. Faysah Maniri-Racnman
Dumarpa, Anelita C. Villarosa, Cynthia A Villar, Mary Ann L. Susano, Mauricio G
Donbgan, Edgardo R Gullas, Albert S. Garcia and Agapito A Aqui no.

REMARKS OF THE PRESI DI NG OFFI CER

There being no objection to the notion, the Presiding Oficer requested the Menbers
so nanmed to informthe Speaker-elect of his election and to escort himto the
rostrum

SUSPENSI ON OF SESSI ON

At this juncture, the Presiding Oficer suspended the session at 12:26 p.m

RESUMPTI ON OF SESSI ON

At 12:27 p.m, the session was resuned.

Upon resunption of session, the Presiding Oficer stated that upon the express w sh
of the Speaker-elect, the Gentleman fromthe Party-List representing Cl BAC, Rep.

Emmanuel Joel J. Villanueva, will administer his oath of office.

Thereafter, the Presiding Oficer requested Rep. Villanueva to come up to the
rostrumand administer the oath of office to the Speaker-elect.

At this juncture, the famly of Speaker De Venecia ascended the rostrumto witness
t he oat h-t aki ng.

Subsequently, the Presiding Oficer requested the Menbers to rise for the oath-
t aki ng.

CATH- TAKI NG OF REP. DE VENECI A
AS SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

At this juncture, Rep. Villanueva adm nistered the oath of office to the Honorable
Jose De Venecia Jr. as Speaker of the House of Representatives in the presence of
the menbers of his famly and the Menbers of the House.

VWher eupon, the Presiding Oficer relinquished the Chair to Speaker De Veneci a.



ACCEPTANCE SPEECH
OF SPEAKER DE VENEC A

Initially, Speaker De Venecia stated that he would first read his statenent before
the Menbers of the House of Representatives are sworn in for their historic oath-
taki ng pursuant to tradition and duty.

Thereafter, he said that his election as Speaker for the fourth tine in postwar

hi story was i ndeed an unprecedented honor for him He added that he owed all the
Menbers a debt of gratitude which can never be repaid, except by rededicating
hinself to the service of the House, in which he has spent so many nenorabl e years
and has nmade so many warm friendshi ps.

He stated that the Thirteenth Congress is being opened at perhaps one of the nost
critical periods in the nation’s history because the people are faced with a
financial crisis, dramatized by a | arge budget deficit and a huge foreign-debt
burden which is the nost form dable problemfacing the nation and facing the House,
since appropriations and revenue nmeasures emanate fromthe House and not in the
Senat e.

He al so conmented that the nation is faced with a | ong-runni ng Conmuni st i nsurgency
and a Muslim secessionist rebellion, both of which remain unresol ved despite the
government’s best efforts at peace-building. He al so added that the people are faced
wi th negative politics that has swept aside all nornms of civility and disdai ned the
virtue of dialogue and conciliation. Beyond them he said, |loomng |large are the
nation’s structural weaknesses that are choking the econony’s growth and i npeding
its global conpetitiveness. He al so pointed out that the people are saddled with so
many burdens, with rapid popul ati on growth, nass poverty, |ow savings rate,

i nadequat e rural devel opnment, slow diffusion of technol ogy and out noded
infrastructure. These structural weaknesses, he said, is what the Thirteenth
Congress nust strive to remnedy.

VWher eupon, Speaker De Venecia said that as practicing politicians, they nust

acknow edge that ordinary people are nore and nore cyni cal about the country’s
politics because of excessive partisanship. He said that they nust put an end to
“politics-as-usual” and "busi ness-as-usual” attitudes. He added that they nust
noderate fractional struggles for political power so that Congress can be united in
the struggle to survive global conmpetition. He stated that they can only begin to
unite the nation if they thenselves are united.

At this point, Speaker De Venecia said that in recent nonths, President Joria
Macapagal - Arroyo and hinsel f proposed a Governnent of National Unity notivated only
by this objective. This Unity CGovernnent, he said, does not promise to be a cure-al
but will enable governnment to focus, undistracted by partisan concerns, on reformng
politics and governance, making the econony a nore efficient creator of social

weal th, thus inmproving the quality of life of the people.

Ther eupon, he digressed on the organi zati on of the 53 standi ng House conmittees and
the allocation of chairmanshi ps and vice chairmanships. He said that it is no easy
task putting together seam essly, so to speak, a nosaic of conmittee chairnmanshi ps,
vi ce chai rmanshi ps and assi gnnents. He added that they have gone to great lengths to
consider all requests nmade by the Liberal Party, the Nationalist Peoples’ Coalition
the Nacionalista Party, Kanpi, PDP-Laban, the Social Denocrats and the PDSP, the
Party-List groups and the Lakas- CVD

Unlike in the Senate, he said, where there are nuch nore conmttees than senators
available to chair them the House has only 53 standing committees and about 140
second and third-termers, in a Chanber of 236 Menbers, vying for the chairmanship of
each conmittee. He pointed out that many fromthe ranks are eminently qualified but
there are only few House conmittees in which they could take positions of

| eadershi p. He said that he synpathizes with those who feel aggrieved because they
feel left out and deprived.



He thereafter stated that as part of the tradition of the House, after the election
of the Speaker, the organization of the various commttees will proceed and that as
tradition dictates, this has to be conpleted in the next seven to 10 days. In the
face of contending positions, he added, one thing is certain and that is, that they
shall give justice to every Menber of the House.

VWher eupon, Speaker De Venecia cited that as caretaker President for the past three
years, President d oria Macapagal -Arroyo has, to sone extent, been able to revive
the country’s econony devastated by a financial and then a political crisis. For

i nstance, he said, over the first quarter, the country’s Gross Donestic Product
(GDP) had expanded by 6.4 % which is the best in 15 years, showi ng that the econony
has vigor enough to regain its historical rate of growh. But then, he pointed out
that, this growth is no | onger enough. He pointed out that the people nmust surpass
thenselves if they are to wi pe out poverty anong them and catch up with vigorous
nei ghbors in the world s fastest-grow ng region

In this light, Speaker De Venecia stated that many urgent tasks await the Thirteenth
Congress but added that beyond these urgent tasks, they nust focus on three basic
objectives, nanely: 1) to strengthen the State capacity to i nprove governnent’s
ability to provide essential public services; invest in human capital and facilitate
fair and efficient functioning of the market; 2) to stop once and for all the

col lusion, corruption and nepotismthat are paralyzing the country’ s productive
capacity; and 3) to begin the process of shifting to the unicameral parlianentary
federal systemthat is now regarded as the best suited to the nation’ s stage of
political devel opment. He said that President Macapagal - Arroyo has been espousing
and that the Majority and the Mnority had nade this a battle cry in the | ast

el ecti ons.

Speaker De Venecia further stated that in nost governnents in Asia, with the
exception of |Indonesia and the Philippines, the formof governnent is parlianentary.
The sane is true, he said, with the governnments of the whole of Europe, including
France, which cannot be even considered an exception inasnuch as its governnent is
both sem -presidential and sem -parlianentary.

Speaker De Venecia further proposed that the incom ng Congress consider and pass the
President's revenue neasures, possibly in the next 100 days as a tine-bound
chal l enge to the Legislative Departnent. These neasures, he stressed, will offset
the deficit and finance the foreign exchange crisis. And if Congress woul d succeed
in this objective, they will have every reason to propose a shift to a unicaneral
parlianmentary federal system of governnent, he added.

Speaker De Venecia |likew se proposed that the government should finally conclude the
peace talks with MLF separatists and the National Denocratic Front-Conmuni st Party
of the Philippines-New People's Army (NDF-CPP-NPA) insurgents. He underscored that

wi thout political stability, the country will remain a nation divided agai nst

itself. He informed the Body that he had talked with Rep. Satur C. Ccanpo and ot her

| eaders of the left in the House possibly to undertake a collective appeal to the

| eaders of the |ocal insurgency based in the Netherlands to forge and bring about a
final peace agreenment at the soonest possible tinme. He |likewi se reiterated this
appeal for peace with the Muslim Menbers in Congress to put an end to viol ence and
bl oodshed in M ndanao and other parts of the country.

In order to achieve this objective, Speaker De Veneci a subsequently asked the
Thirteenth Congress to give amesty anew to all arnmed dissidents and provide
"affirmative action" prograns for Mislins and indi genous conmunities, including the
mar gi nal i zed sectors in the country. The overriding concern of the Thirteenth
Congress, he said, should be to make the econony grow and eradi cate poverty.
Econoni ¢ devel opnment, he opi ned, nmakes the best social welfare policy, considering
that the poor benefit fromgrowh as nuch as the rich

Speaker De Venecia subsequently adverted to the experience of Malaysia in dealing
with its insurgency problem He noted that when Malaysia was able to lick its
i nsurgency problem it began to nove forward and that it is now poised to achieve



First Wrld status by the year 2020

Speaker De Venecia further stated that Singapore, poorer than Cebu 40 years ago, has
now achi eved increased growh rates and a per capita incone in excess of that of the
United States, Japan and Switzerland. Thus, he pointed out that it is essential for
the Menbers, regardless of party affiliation, religious belief and ideology, to help
t he President address and resolve these contentious issues to bring about peace in

t he Phili ppines.

Speaker De Venecia thereafter expounded on the issue of pork barrel, the use of
whi ch, had hounded both the Senate and the House of Representatives. He expl ai ned
that if the Menbers will use their pork barrel entitlements to purchase conputers
for schools, help the President create 6 to 10 million jobs, create three mllion
busi ness and agricultural entrepreneurs, establish nore classroons, devel op an
educational curriculum focused towards Mat hematics, English and Sci ence subjects,
build farmto-market roads and post-harvest facilities, then Congress will be |ess
vul nerable to public criticism These specific prograns to alleviate poverty and
enhance econom c devel opnent, he said, are in line with the President's 10-point
action plan.

Speaker De Venecia thereafter maintained that it is the solem task of the Menbers
to help the President avert a threatening economc crisis since they are the
President's full partners and allies in rebuilding the country. He added that the
Menbers are loyal to the President and that they will nobilize their resources to
support her 10-point program He however stated that at the sane tinme, the House of
Representati ves shall never be subservient and that it will not be a footstool of
Mal acafiang.

In closing, Speaker De Venecia enjoined the Menbers to join hands and set aside
passions of political partisanship and not be timd in spirit. He thereafter stated
that it is for the Menbers to turn this hopeful beginning into a fountai nhead of
reforms. He then prayed that God gi ve Congress endurance and encouragenent and bl ess
themw th unity as they begin their work.

Speaker De Veneci a subsequently declared the First Regular Session of the Thirteenth
Congr ess open.

CATH- TAKI NG OF MEMBERS

At this juncture, on notion of Rep. Nograles, the Menbers proceeded with their oath-
taki ng, with Speaker De Venecia officiating.

VWher eupon, the Menber of the House of Representatives took their oaths of office,
wi t h Speaker De Venecia adm nistering the sane.

ADOPTI ON OF THE HOUSE RULES

On notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body adopted the Rul es of
t he House of Representatives of the Twelfth Congress provisionally, to govern the
initial sessions of the Thirteenth Congress until such tine that the latter shall
have approved its own Rul es.

CONSI DERATI ON OF
HOUSE RESCLUTI ON NO. 38

On notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body considered House
Resol uti on No. 38.

Upon direction of the Chair, the Secretary Ceneral read the title of the neasure, to
wit:

"RESOLUTI ON | NFORM NG THE SENATE THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES HAS BEEN
ORGANI ZED AND HAS ENTERED UPON THE EXERCI SE OF | TS FUNCTI ONS. "



As copies of the Resolution had been distributed to the Menbers, on notion of Rep.
Nogr al es, there being no objection, the Body di spensed with the reading of the text
of the neasure without prejudice to its insertion into the Record of the House.

ADOPTI ON OF HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 38

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body adopted
House Resol ution No. 38.

CONSI DERATI ON OF
HOUSE RESCLUTI ON NO. 39

On notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body considered House
Resol ution No. 39.

Upon direction of the Chair, the Secretary Ceneral read the title of the neasure, to
Wit

"RESOLUTI ON | NFORM NG HER EXCELLENCY, G.ORI A MACAPAGAL- ARROYO, PRESI DENT OF THE
REPUBLI C OF THE PHI LI PPI NES, THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES HAS ENTERED UPON THE
EXERCI SE OF I'TS FUNCTI ONS. "

As copies of the Resolution had been distributed to the Menbers, on notion of Rep.
Nogr al es, there being no objection, the Body di spensed with the reading of the text
of the neasure without prejudice to its insertion into the Record of the House.

ADOPTI ON OF HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 39

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body adopted
House Resol ution No. 39.

CONSI DERATI ON OF
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON NO 6

Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body considered
House Concurrent Resolution No. 6.

Upon direction of the Chair, the Secretary Ceneral read the title of the neasure, to
wit:

" CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON PROVI DI NG FOR THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES TO
HOLD A JO NT SESSI ON TO HEAR THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESI DENT OF THE REPUBLI C OF THE

PHI LI PPI NES. "

ADOPTI ON OF HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION NO. 6

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body adopted
House Concurrent Resolution No. 6.

REFERENCE OF BUSI NESS

Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body proceeded
to the Reference of Business.

Upon direction of the Speaker, the acting Secretary General read the follow ng
Messages fromthe Senate which were consigned to the Archives.

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE
Message dated 26 July 2004 inform ng the House that the Senate adopted Senate

Resol ution No. 19 inform ng the House that the Senate has been organi zed and has
entered upon the exercise of its functions.



TO THE ARCHI VES

Message dated 26 July 2004 informng the House of Representatives that the Senate
concurred with House Concurrent Resolution No. 6.

TO THE ARCHI VES

Message dated 26 July 2004 inform ng the House that on even date, the Senate adopted
Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 2 to which it requests the concurrence of the House

TO THE CALENDAR OF BUSI NESS FOR THE DAY

CONSI DERATI ON OF SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 2

Ther eupon, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body considered
Senat e Concurrent Resolution No. 2.

Upon direction of the Chair, the Secretary Ceneral read the title of the neasure, to
wWit:

" CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON CREATI NG A JO NT COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES TO NOTI FY THE PRESI DENT OF THE PHI LI PPI NES THAT CONGRESS, NOW
CONVENED FOR | TS FI RST REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE THI RTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE

PHI LI PPI NES, 1S READY TO HEAR HER STATE OF THE NATI ON ADDRESS IN A JO NT SESSI ON OF
BOTH HOUSES. "

ADOPTI ON OF SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION NO. 2

Subsequently, on notion of Rep. Nograles, there being no objection, the Body adopted
Senat e Concurrent Resolution No. 2.

DESI GNATI ON OF MEMBERS TO
THE JO NT COWM TTEE ON
THE NOTI FI CATI ON

In view of the adoption of Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 2, Rep. Nograles
thereafter noved that the foll ow ng Menbers be naned to the aforenenti oned Joint
Conmittee on Notification, to wit: Reps. Nanette Castelo Daza, Cavel A Mrtinez,
Henedi na R Abad, Consuelo A. Dy, Sineon A Datumanong, Ernie Dul alas d arete,
Joseph "Ace" H. Durano and Juan Edgardo M Angar a.

SUSPENSI ON OF SESSI ON

In order to give the Menbers of the Joint Comrittee tinme to performtheir assigned
tasks and until the House counterpart is ready to report back their work to the
House, on notion of Rep. Nogral es, the session was suspended.

It was 12:56 p. m

RESUMPTI ON OF SESSI ON

At 12:57 p.m, the session was resumned.

Upon resunption of session, Rep. Nograles informed the Menbers that the Body had
already received a report fromthe Joint Conmttee that the President has al ready
been inforned that Congress will convene in Joint Session at four o' clock in the
af t er noon.

In this regard, Rep. Nograles informed the Menbers that they should be in the

Session Hall one hour before the Joint Session of Congress at four o' clock in the
afternoon. He thereafter noved to suspend the session until four o' clock in the



af t er noon.

As a clarification, the Speaker reiterated that the Joint Session of Congress will
be at four o' clock in the afternoon for the State of the Nation Address (SONA) of
the President.

ADJOURNMVENT OF SESSI ON

Wth regard to the regul ar session, Speaker De Venecia declared the session
adjourned until four o' clock in the afternoon of Tuesday, July 27, 2004.

It was 12:58 p. m

| hereby certify to the correctness of the foregoing.

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO
Secretary GCeneral
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